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The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
House, with a recommendation that it do not 











ss. if 
PThe bill for the relief of James Mains was taken | 
up, but laid over informally on the suggestion of 
Mr. BELL, the gentleman who reported it (Mr 
Mov row) not being at the moment in his seat. 

The bill for the relief of James M. Wyman was | 
jaid over informally for the same reason. || 

The bill for the relief of William McCauley was | 
taken up, and, without debate, was laid aside, to | 
be reported to the House. 

The bill for the relief of John Ficklin came up; | 
and, after a few suggestions from Messrs. TRUM- | 
BO, GROVER, and CROZIER, and the correc- | 
tion of a clerical error, the bill was laid aside, to | 
be reported to the House. 

The committee then rose, and reported its ac- 
tion. 

The bill for the relief of James Davidson, and 

The bill for the relief of George D. Spencer, 

Having been ordered to a third reading now, || 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

The House concurred with the Committee of the | 
Whole in its recommendation that 

The bill for the relief of Thompson Hutchinson 
do not pass. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The bill for the relief of John Anderson coming 
up on the question of engrossment, 

Some discussion followed, in which Messrs, || 
VANCE, DANIEL, G. DAVIS, (in explanation,) || 
CHIPMAN, and RELFE, participated. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion, but withdrew the demand at the request of || 

Mr. THOMASSON, who spoke briefly in favor | 
of the claim. 

After a suggestion by Mr. VINTON on a point 
of law, 

A motion was made that the House adjourn; 
which prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- | 


sented, under the rule, and referred to the appro- | 
priate committees: 


By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition of Oliver Sewall and |} 
55 others, of Chesterville, Me., that the controversy in rela- | 
tion to Oregon may be submitted to arbitration if it cannot 
be settled by negotiation. Of Tha@mas Croswell and 35 others, | 
of Farmington, Me.. of the same import. 

By Mr LA SERE: A memorial from the surviving volun- 
teers and militia who assisted in the defence of New Or- 
a in 1814 and 1815: referred to the Committee on the || 

ilitia. 

By Mr. DAVID S. REID: The petition of William Can- | 
sey, of Guilford county, N. C.,asoldier of the last war, | 
wounded in defence of his country, asking to be placed on || 
the invalid pension roll. 





IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, February 16, 1846. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said House had 
passed several private bills. Also, that the Presi- | 
dent of the United States had notified the House | 
that he had signed and approved an act relative to | 
*collectors and other officers of the customs.” | 

The Journal was read and approved. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- || 
port of the Secretary of War, accompanied by a } 
Statement, in compliance with a resolution of the | 
Senate, of the measures which have been taken in 
relation to the construction of defences at Key | 
West and the Straits of Florida, and an estimate of | 
the sum which will permit a rapid progress of the | 
fortifications at those places; which was read, and || 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 

The PRESIDENT also laid before the Senate a | 
petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying an | 
alteration of the Constitution so as to abolish |) 
slavery in the United States; which was laid on |, 
the table. i 

Also, a petition of merchants and others, citi- \ 
co of Pennsylvania, praying the construction of | 

rs on the eastern side of Reedy island, and | 
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at Bomba hook, in the Delaware river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of Eb- 


enezer Whitten, praying compensation for his 
clothing and other property destroyed in 1814, by 


| the blowing up of the United States ship “Adams”? 


in the Penobscot river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Nava! Affairs. 
Mr. F. presented a similar petition of William 


| Davis, in behalf of himself and Simon Davis, de- 


, 


ceased; which was referred to the same committee. 

Mr. F. submitted an additional document in re- 
lation to the petition of James Low; also addition- 
al documents in relation to the petition of Ebenezer 
Ballard; which were referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. UPHAM presented the petition of Eli 
Hinds, asoldier in the last war with Great Britain, 
praying an increase of pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DIX presented petitions of citizens of Onon- 
daga and Yates counties, New York, praying the 
abrogation of certain treaties with the Seneca In- 
dians; which were referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. D. also presented the memorial of John S. 
Gilbert and others, proposing to construct, at the 
several naval stations of the United States, iron 
balance floating dry-docks for the use of the navy; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 


1} fairs. 


Mr. ARCHER presented five memorials of cit- 
izens of Pennsylvania, praying an amendment of 


| the naturalization laws, such as will require a resi- 
| dence of twenty-one years previous to acquiring 


the rights of citizenship in the United States; 


|| which were referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
'| diciary. 


Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition of citi- 


| zens of Cayuga county, New York, praying the 
| abrogation of certain treaties made with the Sene- 


ca Indians; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a petition of members 
of the Legislature of the State of Indiana, and other 
citizens of that State, praying the removal of the 


| Land Office from Winimac to Rochester, in said 


State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial of 
citizens of Henry county, Missouri, praying that 
an appropriation may be made for improving the 


| navigation of the western rivers; which was refer- 
i red to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the petition of Na- 
hum Ward, reported a joint resolution providing 
that the Secretary of the Treasury state, by the 


| next session of Congress, whether the loan-office 


certificate claimed by the said Nahum Ward was 
used for the benefit of the continental or other ser- 
vice, and whether it should in justice or equity be 
paid Ly the United States; which was read, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a joint resolution in relation to 
the rendition of judgments against the United 
States, in certain cases; which was read a first 
time. 

Mr. A., in accordance with the resolution above 
referred to, asked that the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of the legal representatives of 
Eleazer Ripley, and also the petition of Asa An- 
drews. 

Mr. DAYTON expressed the hope that the 
committee would not be discharged, as requested, 
until after action had been taken upon the joint 
resolution; and moved that the motion to discharge 
said committee lie on the table; which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be discharged from the further con- 


|| sideration of documents relative to the payment of 


pensions presented on the 14th of January, and 
that they be referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions; which was ordered. 


| uation made 
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Mr. A. also moved that the above committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
peution of citizens of Philadelphia, in relation to 
a national Congress to setile all international diffi- 
culues; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of the chiefs and delegates of the Wyandotte In- 
dians, submitted a report, accom; anted by a bill 
to pay for improvements on the Wyandotte lands 
in Ohio and Michigan, in accordance with a val- 
in pursuance of the fifth article of the 
treaty between the United States and the Wyan- 
dotte Indians, made at Upper Sandusky, March 
17, 1842; which bill was read and passed toa see- 


ond reading, and the report was ordered to be 


printed. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the Com- 


| mittee of Claims, to whom was referred the peti- 


tion of Samuel Putney and Hugh Riddle, reported 
a bill for their relief; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. 

The Senate proceede d to the consideration of the 
following bills from the House of Represeatatives, 
Viz: 

An act to amend the act approved 2d of April, 
1844, entitled ** An act directing the disposition of 
certain unclaimed goods, wares, and merchandise, 
seized for being illegally imported into the United 
States;”? which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

An act for the relie? of Joseph Kemble; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 


| the Committee of Claims. 


Also, an act for the relief of Simington Buffen- 


| berger, of Ohio; which was read a first and second 


time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, an act for the relief of James Davidson, of 
Fentress county, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Also, an act for the relief of George D. Spencer; 
which was read a first and second time, and refer- 
red to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, an act declaratory of the powers, and le- 
galizing certain acts, of the chief clerk of the Patent 
Office; which was redd a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Wm. D. 
Cheever, deceased; which was read a third time 
and passed. . 

Also, the bill for the relief of the legal represent- 
atives of George Duval, a Cherokee Indian; which 
was read a third time and passed. 

Also, a bill to repeal a part of the act entitled ** An 
act supplementary to the several laws for the sale 
of the public lands,’’ approved Sth of April, 1832, 
and for other purposes; which was read a third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved that the 
prior orders of the day be postponed, and that the 
Senate resume the consideration of the * bill pro- 
viding for the adjustment of all suspended pre- 
emption claims in the several States and Territo- 
ries,”’ 

Mr. ATCHISON expressed the hope that the 
regular order of business would not be interrupted, 
but that the calendar would be proceeded with. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON also was opposed to any 
digression from the calendar, unless for good rea- 
son. As to the bill in question, it was an Impor- 
tant one, and required a good deal of deliberation. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, said that it was 
important that the bill which he proposed to take 
up should be passed, not only to the, State of 
Louisiana, but to all the States and Territories. 


|| It did not settle the claims referred to, but merely 


provided for a commission who should settle 
them. 

The question being taken on the motion to post- 
pone the prior orders, it was negatived. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that he had ob- 
served that a report had beed presented by the 


‘ committee this morning, on the claim of the Wy- 
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andotte Indians against the United States. That | 
hill, or rather the report, had been founded on a 
petition of a portion of these Indians, setting forth 
very clearly a statement of their case, with an ar- 
rument upon it. He moved that the petition be 
ordered to be printed with the report of the com- | 


mittee. 
"The motion was then put and adopted. 

"The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Di} for the relief of Elijah White ;” which was 
rend a second time, and being under consideration | 

in committee of the whole, 

Vir. PEARCE made a brief statement of the 
fects presented by the claimant in this case, and 
then procs eded to advert to the act of 1834, reg- 
ulating intereourse with the Indian tribes, con- 
tending that White had no right to claim indem- 

ty under it. White was not, in his (Mr. P.’s) 
‘ nion, within the limits covered by that act 
the robbery was committed, and he had 
in showing that he was “lawfully within” 


, 


hen 
failed 
the country. 

[A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States. ] 

r, A'TCHIISON remarked that the business 
hour had nearly expire d, and moved that the bill 
be Jaid on the table; which was ordered, 

A 


Mr. A. also moved that the Senate proceed to 
the special order; which motion was agre ed to, 


OREGON—THE NOTICE. 


The Senate accordingly proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the special ordey of the day—the joint 


resolution annulling and abrogating the convention 


with Great Britain for the joint occupancy of Ore- | 


ron, and riving notice of the abrogation of the 
same, and the amendments thereto. 

‘The question pending being on the amendment 
moved by Mr. Crirrenpen to the joint resolu- 
n, ms re ported by the Committe e on Foreign 


¥: 
Relations : 
Mr. HANNEGAN rose to address the Senate, 
end said; T understand there are various proposi- 
tions in relation to Oregon before the Senate, all 
of which, if I correctly understand the rules of the 
Senate, it will be in order for me to state, and to 
refer to them. 
The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HHANNIEGAN proceeded. So far as the 
resolution providing for the giving of the notice to 


treat Britain is concerned, it is a matter of little | 


consequence to me whether the form of notice held 
out by the Committee on Foreign Relations, or the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, should prevail. Either the one or the other 
would satisfy me. I regard the giving of the no- 
tice, at the present session of Congress, as a meas- 
ure fraucht with the weichtiest importance. I con- 
sider it of the highest importance in several points 
of view. It woulg be entirely unnecessary, how- 
ever, for me to discuss the various points; and, 
indeed, that would be inconsistent w ith the course 
which I have prescribed for myself to-day. I de- 
sire to speak to some other branches of this ques- 
tion, particularly and especially to the resolutions 
which I had the honor to submit to the Senate, and 
the amendments, in the nature of a substitute for 
them, which were offered by the distinguished Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun.] I pre- 
fer this course, for the simple reason that the reso- 
lutions which I submitted Scie the whole subject 
of Oregon directly before the Senate. My first res- 
olution declares our title to be good to the whole 
country included within the limits of 42° and 54° 
40’, extending eastward to the Rocky mountains, 
and thereby united to a great extent with our west- 
ern frontier. I declare, by my second resolution, 
that there is no power in this Government to alien- 
ate the soil or transfer the allegiance of our citizens 
to the dominion or control of any foreign Prince or 
Power; and by the third resolution I state simply 
the substance of them all. [ declare it to be in di- 
rect violation of the honor, character, and best in- 
terest of the American people, to surrender that 
which js clearly ours. As a substitute—as an 
amendment to these resolutions—the Senator from 
South Carolina has submitted the following: 

‘Strike out all after the word resolved, and in- 
sert: 

"That the President of the United States has 
“ power, by and with the advice and consent of 
e Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds 
of the Senate present concur. 

‘Resolved, That the power of making treaties | 
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embraces that of settling and fixing boundaries be- || up to the period of 1774, Spain continued on tt 


tween the territories and possessions of the United | 
States and those of other Powers, in cases of con- 
flicting claims between them in reference to the 
same. 

** Resolved, That however clear their claims ma 
be, in their opinion, to the country included with- 
in the parallels of 42 degrees and 54 degrees 40 
minutes north latitude, and extending from the 
Rocky mountains to the Pacific ocean, known as 
the territory of Oregon, there now exists, and have 
long existed, conflicting claims to the possession 
of the same between them and Great Britain, the 
adjustment of which has been frequently the sub- 
ject of negotiation between the respective Govern- 
ments, 

‘* Resolved, therefore, That the President of the 
United States has rightfully the power under the 
Constitution, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, provided that two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present concur, to adjust by treaty the claims 
of the two countries to the said territory, by fixing 
g boundary between their respective possessions. 

‘‘Resolved, That the President of the United 
States, in renewing the offer, in the spirit of peace 
and compromise, to establish the 49th degree of 
north latitude as a line between the two countries 
to the said territory, did not abandon the honor, 
the character, or the best interests of the American 
people, or exceed the power vested in him by the 
Constitution to make treaties.”’ 

As to the first of these resolutions, I have, I can 
have no earthly objection. I believe all that is 
substantial in it is in accordance with the letter 
and spirit of the Constitution. As to the last reso- 
lution, I have no answer to maketoit. I shall 
not attempt to consider it in any way. As to the 
second resolution of the Senator from South Caro- 

lina, it contains truths, undoubted truths, provided 
they suited the case. I desire the Senate to ob- 
serve that the Senator from South Carolina in this 
resolution, and throughout his resolutions, in fact, 
uses the word ** claims ”’ as applicable to the pre- 
tensions of both countries. I use the word * title ”’ 
when speaking of the United States. I think his 
second resolution is utterly inapplicable here, from 
the fact, as I consider, that it does not present the 
question in its true attitude. We set up no claim, 
but we assert a title. Itis England who has set 
upaclaim, Till this hour she never has succeed- 
ed in showing a title to one single foot; whilst, 
upon the other hand, I hold that our negotiators, 
our Executive departments, both branches of Con- 
cress, hundreds of our fellow-citizefs all over the 
Union, have, at various intervals, and in rapid 
succession, made out and exhibited to the world 
as clear a case of title to the country between the 
42d and 54th degrees 40 minutes on the Pacific, 
with the adjacent islands, as was ever made out 
to the soil and freehold of any country on earth; 
as clear as can be made out by any member of this 
body to the plantation on which stands his habita- 
tion. 

Without losing any time by prefatory remarks, 
I will go at once into the evidence of the title 
which has already been presented on several oc- 
casions. Without stopping, in the course of my 
remarks, to name the authority, I may now sim- 
ply state, in advance, that the sources from whence 
my information has been chiefly obtained are the 
works of Humboldt on New Spain, the geogra- 
phy of Malte Brun, the writings of several heads 
of the State Department, and the speeches deliv- 
ered in this body by some members still present, 
and to some of which I shall have occasion par- 
ticularly to refer before Iconclude my remarks. 
Humboldt asserts that the first discovery north of 
California was made by a Spaniard in the year 
1682, ten years ybefore the discovery of the Strait 
of Fuca, or Juan de Fuca. He is disposed to 
treat the voyage of Juan de Fuca as apocryphal, 
whilst at the same time he gives implicit credence 
to the voyage made to the 57th parallel ten years 
before by the Spaniard whose name he gives, but 
which I have forgotten—Francisco something. A 
more modern examination, and the concurrence of 
all authorities at this day, have attached authen- 
ticity to the voyage of Juan de Fuca, however 
much doubted by Humboldt. I believe that those 
who have discussed the title of late have had no 
hesitation in giving the fullest credence to the state- 
ments of his voyage as made by himself and pub- 
lished by another individual. This voyage was 
performed in 1693. Subsequent to that time, and 


rious occasions to send mariners into these seas as 
high north as the parallels of 55° and 57°. |; js 


| unnecessary to recite them. But in the year li74 


occurred the first great voyage upon which the 
title is now asserted by this country, and which 
title some high authorities amongst us hold to be 
unquestionable. And so, in my humble jude- 
ment, itis, Perez, in 1774, by the authority o? 
the Spanish Government, proceeded as high north 
as between 55° and 56°. He touched upon the 
northwest coast of Washington island—traded 
with the natives—took possession in the name of 
the King of Spain—coasted down it and on to 
Vancouver’s: island and along its coast, landing 
and holding intercourse with the natives at diffe. 
ent points of the main land, and was the first whiie 
man who anchored his vessel in what is now called 
Nootka Sound, which was christened by him Port 
San Lorenzo, in honor of the saint on whose 
natal day it was first seen. Returning home to 
Monterey, with this account of his voyage, the 
Spanish viceroy, Bucardi, two years afterwards; 
fitted out an expedition, the command of which 
was given to Captain Bruno Heceta, who was a 
companied by this same Perez, and they proceed- 
ed to the parallel of 579 north. They erected 
monuments, affixed to them inscriptions, raised 
crosses, traded with the natives, took possession 
(in the name of the King of Spain) at every point 
from 57° north along the coast wherever they 
landed. . 
Now, this was two years before the voyage of 
Captain Cook, on whose discoveries England has 
latterly rested her claim solely. She once rested 
her claim on the discovery of Sir Francis Drake; 
but history gives us sufficient assurance that the 
claim of the discoveries of such a renowned free- 
booter—for he was nothing,more, and whose ob- 
ject was pillage and plunder, not discovery and 
acquisition of new territory—is altogether apoc- 
ryphal. It is doubtful to this moment whether 
he ever was as high north as 48°. In opposition 
to this claim, England now comes in with the dis- 
coveries of Cook. She has, for years past, aban- 
doned all pretence of claim on the ground of the 
discoveries of Sir Francis Drake. She claims un- 
der the discoveries of Cook, the Nootka Sound 
convention, and the voyage of Vancouver. Cook, 
in his own journal, admits that, before he sailed 
from England, the account of this last voyage, 
published by Quadra, had met his eye in London; 
consequently, by his own testimony, the claim 
under his alleged discovery is not sustained. Well, 
then, she claims under the Nootka Sound conven- 
tion. What was its origin? An Englishman, 
named Meares, came to Oregon in the year 1789, 
and erected a hut or two for the purpose of repair- 
ing a vessel, or making a temporary stay with the 
design of trading. The Spaniards made a settle- 
ment there, in the name of their sovereign, claim- 
ing the country. Shortly afterwards, an English 
vessel, commanded by an individual named ——, 
came into Nootka Sound, and found his ship in 
such a condition that it was necessary to repair It. 
He proceeded to the erection of huts; when the 
Spanish authorities seized upon him and his ves- 
sel and his cargo, confiscated them, and sent him 
a prisoner to Mexico, or to Monterey, (I do not 
recollect which,) within the jurisdiction of the 
Spanish dominions. Upon this statement being 
_made to the British Government, a remonstrance 
| was immediately forwarded to the Spanish Gov- 
| ernment; and the reply was, that the English sub- 
| jects had trespassed upon the dominions of Spain. 
‘England armed, and threatened instant hosulities 
_with Spain, unless she would give redress, not 
|| only for the injury done to the property, but for 
|| the assault upon her honor. What was the result? 
'| Spain, then controlled by Charles the Fourth, who 
was himself controlled by the infamous Godoy, 
the Prince of Peace of Spain, instead of sapeniteng 
/to these arrogant demands of England, applie 
| directly, under the family compact, to France for 
assistance in the maintenance of her national 
rights, She appealed toall Europe in justification 
of that assertion of her title which common con- 
sent had conceded to her from the first discovery 
'| of that portion of the coast of North America. 
| What was the reply of France? That she was 
_ ready to discharge her obligations under the fam- 
| ily compact, and was prevented from doing so 
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only by that terrible condition of affairs which, 
some two or three years afterwards, resulted in the 
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decapitation of Louis XVI. Spain—weak, en- | 
feebled Spain—finding that it was utterly impos- 
sible for her to bear up against the colossal power || 
of England, agreed to come to terms. What were || 
these terms? What were the terms upon which 
England now rests her claims to the right of sov- | 
ereignty over this great empire in the west? The || 
Spanish minister, Nunez, makes his declaration | 
before all Europe, asserting that the right of sov- | 
ereignty is in Spain, and im Spain alone. Every | 
jeter which passed between Nunez and Mr. Fitz- | 
herbert contains an expression of the same bold | 
language; and, at the very moment of signing the | 
treaty, with the mailed hand of Engiand out- 
stretched over her, the Spgnish ambassador de- 
clares that Spain yields not one tittle of the right 
of sovereignty over the soil. Does England gain | 
any ttle by that? At that time, Mr. Fitzherbert 
makes no assertion of ttle on the part of England | 
—not one word. Oh! what a picture would the || 
secret history of that treaty present of the diplo- | 
macy of England! Ido not cast discredit on her | 
for the acts of her statesmen. I rather give them 
credit for that far-seeing sagacity which could an- |. 
ticipate so many years—more than half a century 
since—the immense importance which this coun- 
try was destined to attain in the scale of nations. | 
Will the Senate allow me to read a single para- || 
graph from the communication of Nunez? Here | 
it is: 

‘**]st. ‘That by the treaties, demarcations, ta- 
‘kings of possession, and the most decided acts of 
‘sovereignty exercised by the Spaniards in these 
‘ stations, from the reign of Charles I, and author- | 
‘ized gy that monarch in 1692, the original vouch- 
‘ers for which shall be brought forward in the 
‘course of the negotiation, all the coast to the | 
‘north of the western America, on the side of the 
‘South sea, as far as beyond what is called Prince 
‘ William’s sound, which is in the 61st degree, is | 
‘acknowledged to belong exclusively to Spain.’’ | 

“3d. ‘That the state of the possessions and ex- | 
‘clusive commerce on the seacoast of the southern | 
‘ ocean, as it existed in the time of Charies II, had | 
‘been acknowledged and defined anew by all the | 
‘nations of Europe, and more particularly by Eng- | 
‘land, in the eighth article of the treaty of Utrecht.”’ 

In all the subsequent communications of the | 


Spanish minister to the French, and in all the cor- | 
respondence of Spain with England up to the hour | 
of signing the Nootka Sound convention, the same 
language is in substance held on the part of Spain, 
claiming up to 619; and England never denied it. | 
That convention gave specified privileges to Eng- | 
land. Whatwere they? I will state them in sub- |, 
stance. The right to land upon such portions of |; 
the coast as were not occupied by Spain, or at in- 
termediate points where the occupancy was distant, 
for the purpose of trading with the natives and 
holding intercourse; for the purpose of repairing 
damages to their vessels; and these secondary, 
these permissive rights, are all that were conceded 
by that convention. And yet England has the ef- 
frontery at this day to say that that convention |, 
gave her the right to make settlements—permanent | 
settlements—and seize upon the country occupied | 
by Spain. England, immediately after the signing |, 
of this convention, fitted out, under Vancouver, a || 
few ships, to proceed, as his orders and his acts | 
fers, and take possession of Nootka Sound. | 
Vell, now, what occurred in that voyage? If) 
Spain had agreed by this convention to deliver to |, 
England the port of X ootka Sound, and Vancouver |) 
was despatched for the purpose of receiving it, as | 
& matter of course would not these intentions have } 
been accomplished, if such had been understood | 
by the parties as the object of the convention? |, 
But what is the fact? Vancouver reached Nootka } 
Sound. Did he make a demand? None that I | 
ever heard of. If so, it was not complied with; 
for, so far from delivering to him possession of || 
Nootka Sound, which is between 49} and 50, the | 
panish commandant refused to allow him to pro- | 
ceed by the Gulf, or through Queen Charlotte’s | 


| 
it 
| 


island, or around the island of Vancouver, until he | 
i 





could get vessels ready to accompany him, and he 
did accompany him. : Ad 1 
Spain held possession—undisputed possession— | 
undisturbed ssession, from this period till 1795, | 
—_ she voluntarily abandoned it for the best of | 
earthly reasons, use the difficulties of Eu- | 
rope then had already begun to disturb her, and || 
Were such as to prevent the possibility of her taking || 
care of such a remote possession. Did England i 


THE CONGRE 


|| able or rational ground o 


| § tic. 
| *was the advocate of its dearest interests, because | 
‘ to vindicate its honor was to secure its peace.’’— | 


come in then? 


and 54° 40’ England ever made a settlement or es- 
tablished her title to a single inch of ground until 
it had been previously owned and occupied by 
others. But whenever it suits her purposes, she 
requires something in addition to mere discovery 
to perfect title. Meares—who was the origin of 


this difficulty at Nootka Sound—in a memorial | 


made to to his own Government, and proved by 
impartial witnesses to be false, alleges that he had 
purchased land of a native chief—Maquinna—on 
Geanaen Island, and had thus acquired the 
right to build, and occupy, and possess. An Amer- 
ican navigator, Captain Gray, and another Ameri- 


| can captain, were at that point when the difficulty 


occurred, and most emphatically state that the chief 
denied that he had ever given the right to Meares, 


| or to any other Englishman, to make settlements 
| there, nor had ever, for one foot of land, submitted 


to their claims. On the contrary, at the period of 
this difficulty, the native chief took part with the 


Spaniards; and this, even under the English con- 
; SI , ’ e 

|| struction of that which is necessary to make a title 
| of discovery perfect, gives Spain a perfect title; for 


when the act of discovery is accompanied by the 
consent of the natives, it constitutes, according to 
that construction, a perfect title. So much for the 
claim of England to this portion of the disputed 
territory. Butin addition to this, let me refer to 
the construction of this Nootka Sound convention 


| by British statesmen at the time—a most import- 


ant point, inasmuch as the British Minister now 
resident here, in his late correspondence, rests al- 
most exclusively on that convention for the title of 
his Government. I will, then, read an extract from 
the speech of Mr. Fox on the Nootka Sound con- 
vention, and from which it is tolerably clear that 
he held a somewhat different doctrine from that 
maintained in certain quarters now-a-days: 

** We had given up all right to settle, except for 
* temporary purposes, to the south of the Spanish 
‘settlements, or in the intervals between them 
‘ where they happened to be distant.”’ 

y nap} 

vol. 28, p. 995. 


Again: 


—Par. Hist. 


‘* Honor to nations was peters the only justifi- | 


contest.’’ ** Wars, for 


‘the sake of conquest, of acquiring dominion, or | 


‘ extending trade, were equally unjust and impoli- 
He who vindicated the honor of a country 


pp. 986-7. 
Again: 


‘* Were he, however, to admit that it was a tract | 


| fof country from which we werg likely to reap no 


‘advantage, and in which we should probably | 


* value to him that received was as much to be con- 
‘ sidered as the worth to him that gave.’’-——p. 993. 


' never form a settlement, in bestowing a boon, the | 


I will now state in substance what Mr. Pitt said | 


in reply: 

‘*Mr. Pitt’s remarks were directed especially to 
‘the emphatic declaration of the latter, that the 
‘ treaty itself‘ was a treaty of concessions, and not 
‘of acquisitions.’ His whole reply, in substance, 
‘ was the admission, in so many words, that Eng- 
‘land ‘ had gained no new rights, but that she had 
‘ gained new advantages,’ and that new advantage 
‘ consisted simply in the acknowledgment by Spain 
‘of the right ‘of England to carry on fisheries in 


‘the Pacific ocean, and to trade on the eoasts of | 


‘any part of it northwest of America.’ ” 
This is Mr. Pitt’s own language, that the ‘‘ new 


advantages’’ consisted in the acknowledgment by | 


Spain of the right to carry on fisheries in the Pa- 
cific ocean, and to land on the coast. This is the 


evidence of her title which England has to produce. | ) ee. 
|| ©right of any foreign Power to the free navigation 


of any of our rivers, through the heart of our 
| * country, was one which I was unwilling to con- 


We stand to-day precisely in the shoes—if I may 
so speak—of Spain in 1789. We stand in the po- 
sition then occupied by that enfeebled and worn- 
out monarchy, then in the hands of the most 
imbecile king who probably ever dishonored a 
throne. And shall we not do as much in the 
maintenance of these rights of ours, thus acquired, 
as Spain, controlled by such influences, was will- 


ing todo? Shall we surrender that for which she | 
was prepared to struggle? Shall we, with ener- | 
gies untrammelled, and, as I believe, never to be | 
trammelled, and possessed of all the means of as- | 
serting our rights, at all times and in all circum- | 


stances—shall we, thus endowed, shrink from that 
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Certainly not—certainly not. No | 
Senator—no gentleman can show that between 42° | 





oat 


position which Spain was willing to maintain at 
the expense even of the outpouring of her best 
blood? 

I have thus presented a statement of our title 
as derived from Spain; and this brief statement 
comprehends also a description of the title which 
England has put forth. But we have a title of 
our own beyond that of Spain—the discovery of 
the Columbia river by Captain Gray, of Boston. 
That river has its source about the 53d parallel of 
north latitude. We have the right acquired by 
the discoveries and explorations of Lewis and 
Clarke, which gives us as far as 499°—the point at 
which the resolutions of the distinguished Senator 
from South Carolina would fix the American 
boundary. I ask, is there nothing due to the en- 
terprise, the privations, and sufferings of that gal- 
lant party, despatched by our Government to ex- 
plore and take possession of this territory? Is 
there nothing due to the privations they endured in 
their journey to that country—piereing the moun- 
tains in a region of eternal snow—winteringe with- 
out house or hut, and feeding on horseflesh? Is 
there nothing due to the gallant eflorts of these in- 
defatigable meu? Is there nothing due to their 
sufferings in the service of their Government? 

liaving given to Spain the title as I have stated 
it, and the American title by discovery and explo- 
ration—and a better title never existed—the first 
occupancy and possession of a country—I proce ed 
to remark that England, or some persons for her, 
has pretended to set up a title derived from the ex- 
plorations of McKenzie alone. And what was 
that? He professed to have discovered the Co- 
lumbia river, when it was well known that he 
struck the waters of the Tacoutchee Tessee, since 
called Frazer’s river, and which is situated be- 
tween fifty and fifty-one—— 

Mr. CALHOUN. Between forty-nine and fifty. 

Mr. HANNEGAN thanked the Senator for the 
correction, and proceeded. [need not expose the 
absurdity of an attempt to derive a ttle from the 
discovery of a river emptying tnto a narrow chan- 
nel, when the whole territory was already under 
the control of another nation. ‘To give the main- 
land to one Power, and the adjacent island to 
another was preposterous—just as well give Long 
Island to one Power, and the shore of New York 
and Connecticut to another—they lying almost in 
the same juxtaposition. 

I have been charged with assailing the Presi 
dent. ‘The last resolution of the Senator from 
South Carolina does so in terms. I said I had no 
answer to make to that resolution, nor have I now. 

3ut for the purpose of ascertaining who assailed 
the President’s position, and who does not, it may 
not be improper to make reference to his own Mes- 
save delivered to this Congress. Surely he can 
speak for himself better than the Senator from 
South Carolina or myself. It will be observed 
that the resolutions of the Senator from South 
Carolina fix the 49th parallel of north latitude as 
the limits of our possessions. Does the President 
do so? He says: 

«© When I came into office I found this to be the 
‘ state of the negotiation. Though entertaining the 
‘ settled conviction that the British pretensions of 
‘title could not be maintained to any portion of 
‘ the Oregon territory upon any principle of public 
‘law recognised by nations, yet, in deference to 
‘what had been done by my predecessors, and es- 
‘ pecially in consideration that propositions of com- 
‘ promise had been thrice made,’’ &c. 

Again: : 

“The proposition thus offered and rejected re- 
‘ peated the offer of the parallel of 49 degrees of 
‘north latitude, which had been made by two pre- 


‘eeding Administrations, but without as 


to surrender to Great Britain, as they 


| § cede. 10 € 
| *to Great Britain any port or 


' © parallel. 


ad done, 
‘the free navigation of the Columbia river. The 


It also embraced a provision to make free 
orts on the ca 
‘of Quadra and Vancouver’s Island, south of this 
Had this been a new question, coming 
‘ under discussion for the first time, this proposition 
‘ would not have been made. The eet 
‘and wholly inadmissible demands of the Britis 

‘ Government, and the rejection of the proposition 
‘made in deference alone to what had been done 


_* by my predecessors, and the implied obligation 


‘ which their acts seemed to impose, afford satis- 
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‘ factory evidence that no compromise which the | © drained by the waters of the Columbia river. 


‘United States ought to accept can be effected. 
¢ With this conviction, the proposition of compro- 
‘mise which had been made and rejected, was, by 
my direction, subsequently withdrawn, and our 
title to the whole Oregon territory asserted, and, 
es is believed, maintained by irrefragable facts 
and arguments. 

“ The civilized world will see in these proceed- 
ines a spirit of liberal concession on the part of 
the United States; and this Government will be 
relieved from all responsibility which may follow 
the failure to settle the controversy. 

‘All attempts at compromise having failed, it 
hecomes the duty of Congress to consider what 
measures it may be proper to adopt for the secu- 
rity and protection of our citizens now inhabiting, 
or who may hereafier inhabit, Oregon, and for 
the mamtenance of our just title to that territory. | 
In adopting measures for this purpose, care 
should be taken that nothing be done to violate 
the stipulations of the convention of 1827, which 
is still in force.’’ 


~_*- « 


-~_- « 
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Aeuin: 

“At the end of the year’s notice, should Con- 
eress think it proper to make provision for giving 
that notice, we shall have reached a period when 
the national riehts in Oregon must either be 
‘abandoned or firmly maintained. That the 
‘eannot be abandoned without a sacrifice of both 
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* We discovered the river from its mouth to its 


j 
1} 
| 


| 


| ‘this great country. A word suffices to display both, 


| ‘In extent, it is larger than the Atlantic portion of 


‘ source, took possession of it as our territory, and, | *the old thirteen United States; in climate, softer: 
| “according to the laws of nations, have a clear and || 


* valid title to it.”’ 
Sir, I have been startled occasionally here by 


| expressions which I have heard from some of the 


most distinguished and estimable members of this 
body in relation to the territory of Oregon. I 
heard a distinguished Senator a few days ago, 


/ when under the excitement and warmth of de- 


' slightingly about ‘*a wild piece of land at one of 


bate—but it was all the same, for it told on the 
country—I heard the Senator speak sneeringly and 
the ends of the earth.’’ Does he know what that 
niece of land is? The statements of those who 
1ave visited it say there is no finer region of the 


| earth; that it offers every inducement that can be 


held out to man—to the bold and enterprising emj- 
grants who seek a home. Why, sir, there is the 
island of Vancouver, which in the month of April 
was covered with a verdant soil to the depth of two 
feet. There is found, as on both sides of the At- 
lantic, between the parallels of 49 and 64, a natural 
combination of deep harbors and bold coasts for the 


wretection of commercial and maritime interests. | 


thas abundance of timber of the finest kind for 


building ships. It affords every facility for raising | 
up and supporting a great maritime people; and | 


/over and above everything, with everything that 


‘national honor and interest, is too clear to admit | 


* of doubt. 

‘‘Orevon is a part of the North American con- 
‘tinent, to which, it is confidently affirmed, the 
‘tithe of the United States is the best now in ex- 
* istence.’”’ 

The proposition of 499, he says distinctly to us, 
was withdrawn, and the negotiations were brought 
to a close; and he instructs the proper officers—the 
Secretary of State, &c.—to maintain our full title 
to the whole, and that fact he communicates in his 
Message to the country. Which propositions 
would seem to be in accordance with the Presi- 
dent’s intenttion—with his views on t! ) 
the proposition of the Senator from South Carolina 
or mine? Sir, it is evident thatthe proposition of 
the Senator from South Carolina was intended to 


ie subject— 


| to say one or two words? 


produce but one effect—it goes for all the Presi- || 


dent has done that is in the grave, and it goes 
against all that he has done that lives. It is in- 
tended to bring him back to the proposition of the 


there is in the regions of the Atlantic, it has, be- 
sides, the mild and moderate temperature of the 
Pacific waters. 

Mr. MANGUM. Will the Senator allow me 
j I understand the allu- 
sion of the Senator to be to me. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. Yes. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have taken occasion to ex- 


press no opinion on the question in relation to what | 
might or might not be the value of that country. In | 


truth the opinions upon the subject are so conflict- 
ing, that [ have not been able to form a satisfactory 
Some have represented it as a sterile coun- 
try, without water and rain. Others, again, among 
whom is a member in the other House, says it is 


one, 


so fertile as to be fit for the production of sugar | 


and cotton, even as far up as the 61st degree. 


Mr. HANNEGAN. 


|| duction of sugar and cotton, it would not have en- 
| countered the opposition it has done; its possession 


49th degree—from his manly and patriotic declara- 


tion of the American title—and to force upon him 
the relinquishment of all the territory of Oregon 
lying above 49°, I said, sir, that instead of meet- 
ing the principles laid down in the resolutions, 
those of the Senator from South Carolina are di- 
rectly an evasion of the question before us. I pre- 
sented the whole question; the Senator from South 
Carolina, instead of replying to the propositions, 
comes forward with some ingeniously drawn prop- 
ositions of another sort. He does not therein 
deny the title of this country to one foot of Oregon, 
but (I will not say unfairly) most ingeniously and 
artfully draws the inquiry from the main issue to 
what lawyers would call an immaterial point. 
But, for the purpose of information, not to prove 


would have been at once secured. 
good for sugar or cotton, it is not destitute of rains; 


tor the Senator will find, if he takes the trouble of | 
| reading the journal of Captain Fremont, he will | 


find it narrated there, that during the first winter 


he passed there they were nearly drowned out. | 


But it is good for something better. 


| coast above 49°; it commands Nootka Sound and 


| Puget Sound? 
sound, the best harbor on the Oregon coast. There, | 
in time of war, could rendezvous a naval force that | 
would hold in complete control the harbor of Pu- | 


what no man here will venture to deny, I will, with | 


1 


the Senate’s permission, allude to the language of 
one now here, whose powerful intellect penetrated 
io the bottom of every subject he investigated; it 
is the language of the great Senator from the West. 
He maintains the view I have taken of our title to 
the whole Oregon territory. 

“The fate of Maine has doubled the dangers of 
‘the Columbia, and nearly placed us in a position 
‘io choose between WAR and INFAMY in rela- 
‘tion to that river.” 

And, sir, just succeeding this, the Senator from 
Missouri ‘addresses the Stnate in the following 
emphatic language : 

** Nootka is in latitude 50°—being four degrees 
north of the mouth of the Columbia; and to that 


against Great Britain in 1790. But that was not 
the extent of her assertion of that right. Against 
the British she asserted it to the whole extent of 
the coast; against the Russians, (the only real 
claimants with ourselves in that quarter,) to lati 

‘tude 55°. Thus, as deriving from Spain, our 
title is good against England throughout the 
coast; against Russia to latitude 55°. “As deriv- 
ing under discoveries and settlement, it is good 
against all the world to the extent of the region 








degree did Spain assert and maintain her title | 


the northern Pacific ocean. AsI live, andasI shall | 
answer for it to my constituents, | would as soon | 


give them every foot of the territory as Fuca Straits. 
What would it be worth to give them the inlet to 
Itis but fifty miles from Nootka 


get’s Sound. You give two-fifths of Vancouver’s 
Island, and consequently the control and ownership 
of Queen Charlotte’s Sound and Gulf of Georgia. 


| With the exception of these, there is not a harbor 


there that would be worth the attention of any na- 


| tion, civilized or savage; not one that would furnish 


| shelter for a flotilla larger than Indian canoes. Sir, 


| objection to the assertion of our title is as old as the 
We first find it at the settle- | 
ment of Kentucky, seeking to confine this republic | 


Government itself. 


| to its then limits; and we find it, from time to time, 
| during the progressive settlement of the whole 


West. We find it in vehement opposition to the 
acquisition of Louisiana and Florida, and from the 


| last to the present moment, in charitable efforts to 


repel the advances of Texas. 


| the present opposition, is more improper, more ma- 


_ the especial aid of 


lignant than any previous; for it invokes the aid, 
British tyranny to blot our page 

and hurl us from the high throne of our destiny. 
Sut, sir, those who are engaged in this object are 
engaged in the work of Sysiphus. Before I reply 
to some remarks that fell from the distinguished 
Senator from Delaware, allow me to read from a 
speech of the Senator from Missouri a description 


| of Oregon; and a more bold and graphic one never 


\ 


was — inside these walls: 
oe 


If it was good for the pro- |) 


Sir, if it is not || 


It cuards the | 


But, sir, this last, | 


do not dilate upon the value and extent of 


‘in fertility, greater; in salubrity, superior; in po. 
‘sition, better, because fronting Asia, and washed 
‘by a tranquil sea. In all these particulars, the 
* western slope of our continent is far more happy 
‘than the eastern. In configuration, it is inexpres- 
‘sibly fine and grand—a vast oblong square, with 
‘ natural boundaries, and a single gateway into the 


| *sea. The snow-capped Rocky mountains enclose 


| * it to the east, an iron-bound coast on the West, a 
‘frozen desert on the north, and sandy plains on 
‘the south. All its rivers, rising on the serment 
‘of a vast cireumferenee, run to meet each other in 
_* the centre, and then flow together into the ocean 

‘through a gap in the mountain, where the heats 
| of summer and the colds of winter are never fe]t 
|*and where southern and northern diseases are 

‘equally unknown, This is the valley of the Co- 
| *lumbia—a country where every advantage js 
‘crowned by the advantages of position and con- 
‘ figuration: by the unity of all its parts—the inac- 
‘ cessibility of its borders—and its single introvres- 
‘sion to the sea. Such a country is formed. for 
‘union, wealth, and strength. It can have but one 
‘ capital, and that will be a Thebes; but one com- 
‘mercial emporium, and that will be a Tyre, queen 
‘of cities. Such a country can have but one peo- 
‘ ple, one interest, one government; and that people 
‘should be American, that interest ours, and that 
‘covernment republican. Accursed and infamous 
‘ be the man that divides or alienates it.”’ 

Sir, that is the language of the great Senator 
from Missouri, and to every word of it I give a 
| heartyamen. There were portions of the remarks 
| which fell from the Senator from Delaware, {Mr. 
|| CLrayron,] on Thursday last, in which I find it 

impossible to concur. He suggests that the ques- 

tion of title should not be discussed in open ses- 
sion, and intimates the propriety of the Senate 
| withholding an opinion on that subject until the 
| doors of this house be closed. I cannot concur in 
anything of that kind. This question has become 
| the property of the American people. It is of late 
in every man’s mouth. But one question concern- 
| ing it is asked by the great mass of the people, “is 
it our own, is it our own?’’ Itis for us to show 
itis; if so, five-sevenths of the American people 
| would, with one accord, say ‘assert your ttle 
and take it.” With a question of such magnitude 
| to the American people before you, to sit with 
closed doors, to conduct your deliberations in se- 
cret, and give your judgment in darkness, would 
be a melancholy sight for this country. I fear it 
would be the prelude of scenes even more deplora- 
ble in this chamber. I should dread the entrance 
into this chamber of some modern Caius Gracchus, 
his heart swelling with the loss of freedom, and 
tempted by such a compromitting of the national! 
rights to trample on the forms of legislation, and 
disregarding the dignity of this august body, should 
seize on the venerated person of our President, and 
turn us all out of doors. Sir, is it possible any 
question involving the territorial rights of this coun- 
try cannot be discussed openly, or that there is any 
ale would not wish to make known to the public 
the full merits of an intricate question like this? 
If there be, I cannot concur with them. Sir, there 
was another point in the remarks of the distin- 
guished Senator from Delaware, which formed a 
theme on which he dwelt at length, and in which 
I did not concur. I believe both he and myself 
are willing to put this country in the most effective 
state of defence. I have, in all our conversations, 
so understood him. He does not speak with a 
forkef tongue; but what I have heard of the mari- 
time power of England held up here, I felt satisfied 
_ it was for the purpose of acting on the fears of the 
American people; but it is in vain to make such an 
exhibition with the intention of forcing them to & 
surrender of what is their own. It is right and 
roper to examine the force of Great Britain first; 
But it is also right and proper not to underrate our 
own. Sir, the American people cannot be alarmed 
or awed by any exhibition of British power. All 
her fleets, though concentrated into one mass, 
would not strike terror into the American people ; 
because they have read that, sixty years ago, the 
whole American navy consisted of one frigate; and 
that with that single frigate, J. Paul Jones crossed 
the ocean, swept the English channel, ravaged her 
coasts, and sacked her palaces, returning home !n 
triumph. They have not forgot the names of De- 
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catur, of Hull, of Perry, McDonough, Porter, the | themselves to great difficulties without the protec- 
Joneses, and a glorious host besides. They know | tion of American laws and American tribunals? 
that, although England may havea hundred guns | If that state of things continues, is it not clear that 
to our one, we have a reliance equal to her on the | we will soon have many repetitions of the Care- 
brave and high-minded and honorable men who © line affair? But will not England see the course 
serve the United States, which has given them the | of this country if it adopts that recommended by 
rank they are entitled to occupy. The Senator the Senator from South Carolina? Is it not her 
from flan quoted the words of the great | custom to be ever on her guard, watching an op- 
English monarch when about to set out on the in- | portunity to press her claims—claims however 
yasion of France; but he certainly did not learn feeble and weak? I appeal to the Senator himself 
the rules of warfare from Henry V. He might —I invoke that patriotic spirit which animates his 
have learned his duty, however, from the conduct | bosom—lI ask him, with al! solemnity, what course 
of that prince in a case not dissimilar to the pres- | does he regard as most likely to redound to the 
et. When Henry V. found that his cause was | honor of the country, and to the promotion of its 
good, that the title toa disputed territory was clear, | sacred rights? Which will read best on the imper+ 
did he*hesitate to carry the war into France? No; | ishable page of history, the direct, and bold, and 
the order was to march to the renowned field of | prompt progress to our object, or the slow and 
Agincourt—a field which can never be forgotten, | stealthy? But let me pause. I will not use that 
the most glorious England ever saw—where her | term. I will not so characterize any course of 
forces fought one to ten against the French, and , conduct recommended by the Senator from South 
conquered them. Nor does the Senator learn his Carolina. For him I entertain unmingled venera- 
rules of warfare from the first of Romans, and the | Won. His great character, identified as it is with 
greatest of men, the great Julius, who, had he been | Many most glorious scenes in the history of my 
governed by such rules, would have left the glories | country for the last thirty years, I never can cease 
of Pharsalia to his rival Pompey. Nor did he || to admire. Never hand of mine will be outstretch- 
jearn in the school of the great Frederick, nor of || ed in the vain attempt to shake a single laurel from 
Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden, nor Stanislaus, || that venerable brow. I venerate him for his vir- 
nor Kosciusko, nor Napoleon, nor our own immor- |, tues—for his patriotism—for his lofty intelleet— 
tal Washington. No, sir, he learnt from these the || for the spotless purity of his whole private life, on 
rules of contest in a struggle for right. | which the future Plutarch of his country will de- | 

Mr. President, on looking over the course which | light to dwell, and from regarding which slander 
has been pursued by the distinguished Senator _ itself— 
from South Carolina on this question, I must con- | és 
fess that I find some inconsistencies which I can- | 
not easily reconcile. Three years ago last month— | 
the 24th of January, 1843—he opposed measures | shrinks cowering andabashed. And if I might be 
to take possession of Oregon on the ground of the || permitted to offer an aspiration in connexion with 
expense. Hear him: {| bis future career, it would be to the effect that no- 

‘* But we are told the expense will be small—not || thing will ever be done by him to mar that brightly 
‘exceeding one or two hundred thousand dollars. || illumined page which the record of his public life 
‘Let us not be deceived. What this bill appro- || will fill. [will not, I cannot use in this connexion 
‘priates is but the entering wedge. Let it pass, | the word stealthy, or any word that could possi- 
‘and no one can tell what it will cost. It will de- || bly give offence to the Senator from South Caro- 
‘pend on circumstances. Under the most favor- | lina. Let me, then, apply the term circuitous to 
‘able, on the supposition that there will be no || that line of policy which he has thought proper to 
‘resistance on the part of Great Britain, it would | recommend on this question. And I ask, how 
‘amount to millions; but if she should resist, and | would it read in after times, that the first chapter 
‘we should make it a question of force, I hazard | of the American history was occupied by the reci- ) 
‘nothing in saying it would subject the country to | tal of the glorious and successful struggle of a | tuous, dark, and troubled history of the country. 
‘heavier expenditures, and expose it to greater | handful of colonists with the greatest Poyer of the || Whenever the case demands it, the use of the 
‘dangers, than any measure which has ever re- | world in the resistance of an unjust tax, Whilst the | Word necessity is made to stifle every murmur, and 
‘ceived the sanction of Congress.” second chapter was blurred and blotted by the sad, | subdue every manifestation of insu ted right. For- 

Yes, sir, he awe the measure on the ground | sad story of the mean and cowardly submission of tunately, a different state of things prevails here. 
of the expense that would be incurred. The prop- | the descendants of that same race of heroic men, | All power—no matter on whom conferred—is be- 
osition was, that the expense would not exceed | when they had grown up to number twenty mil- stowed from the same source; and the exercise of 

mal the first rank in the scale of | all power has its settled and defined limits—not 


some $100,000 or $200,000, but the Senator esti- || lions, anc 

mated it at millions; and then he, in order to obvi- || nations? I trust no such chapter will ever dis- || the slightest room for the | aoe. of that plea used 

ate that, proposed the very measure which he now || grace our national annals. Such a chapter must | either by the tyrant or demagogue—necessity. 
Y | The Constitution of the United States is to be in- 


opposes—the extension of our laws over Oregon. | not—will not—be written ! 

I cannot, for the life of me, understand what this A word or two now about arbitration, which oc- | terpreted by the same rules that are applied to 
course on the part of the Senator from South Caro- | cupies the attention of a portion of the press. The | all other laws. It is by an examination of the 
lina indicates, unless it be decided and deadly hos- |) rejection of that proposition by the President meets | context that we ascertain the spirit and meaning 
tility to the aoe of any territorial rights in || with decided disapprobation in some quarters, and | of the instrument itself; and fortunately for us, for 
Oregon beyond that naked title which we hold— | I understand that—I speak now ofa pertion of the | the hopes of liberty, and mankind, the Constitu- 
opposition to the reduction to our possession of | public press, not of the opinion of any honorable || tion of the United States contains, as a portion of 
any portion of it. The Senator from South Caro- || Senator; but with the people, so far from weak- | its context, the following definition and _ restric- 
lina, with that great ability which usually charac- || ening the strength of the Administration, that act | tions of the exercise of all the powers which it 
terizes him, presented on the occasion to which I || has added to it new vigor and power, if that had | creates: 


have just now alluded a most graphic view of the | been necessary. To arbitrate—what? A ques- | ‘ The powers not delegated to the United States 


| sent to submit it to any arbiter. There is another 
| point in the course of the Senator from South 
, Carolina, to which I would allude: | mean his 
course on the Texas question, as contrasted with 
his course on this Oregon question. He now 

| Stands before his country in the leadership of what 
| is called the poli¢y of peace. ‘ Peace, peace, 
peace—everything that is ounce for peace,’’ is 
the ery. When the question of the annexation 
of Texas was pending, the honorable Senator, it 
appears to me, did not hold peace as so pre-emi- 
nently valuable. I refer in proof to his letter— 
his celebrated letter—a letter not likely to be for- 
gotten—to Mr. King, our Minister at Paris. The 
tone and spirit of that letter must have been of- 
fensive in the highest degree to Great Britain. If 
varcomes out of this Oregon question, for my own 
part I should not be surprised if that letter would 
be found lying at the foundation of it. It was 
shortly afler its appearance that the British Gov- 

) ernment commenced the angmentation of the de- 
}| fences of that country. The Senator from South 
| Carolina then planted himself on the highest pes- 
| sible grounds. Yet he now offers to buy off Eng- 
| land by five and a half degrees in Oregon! So far 
_as the power to make treaties is concerned, it is 
| peculiarly the sovereign power of the State. W her- 
ever the power of the sovereign is not delegated, 
as in Russia and Turkey, of course the exercise 
of all power is unlimited—the Government is ab- 
solute. The only recognised will there is that of 
the Czar, or the Autocrat, or the Emperor, or the 
Sultan. In constitutional monarchies, like those 
of England and France, it is different. ‘There, 
power is, in some degree, limited. But where the 
treaty-making power in England and France be- 
sins, and where it ends, | cannot, for the life of 
me, discover. In the mixed form of the British 
| Government, where the monarchical and aristo- 
cratical principles alternately prevail, there are 
| certain uasian. it is true; but these checks are 
those of the one branch of the Government egainst 
the other, and for all essential purposes they are 
discretionary. There is no power, however ar- 
bitrarily exercised on the part of the Government, 
in England, which cannot be justified under the 
British constitution, by analogy, at any rate, if not 
by precedent drawn from some portion of the tor- 


whose breath 
Rides on the posting wind, and doth belie 
All corners of the world—”’ 





financial condition of the country at that time. He || tion in which we assert there is no dispute. Sub- | ‘by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
truly represented it as being on the road to ruin— || mit to arbitration, as in the case of the Maine con- | ‘ States, are reserved to the States respectively, or 
embarrassed at every point, and sinking deeper ||.troversy, when a crowned head, with all imagin- || ‘ to the people.’’—.frticle 10th, Amendments. 
and — at every step. One of the chief causes | able gravity, decided that a certain line should || Here is an express limitation of power, beyond 
of that depressed condition was represented by the || be drawn from the most northeasternmost point, || which we cannot go. Now, then, for my second 
Senator, and properly represented, to be an oppres- 1 although the treaty originating the dispute which | resolution. Where is the authority; where is the 
sive system of taxation. But a different state of | he had professedly taken up decided that that line || power under the Federal Constitution, to alienate 
things exists now. Happily, for once the predic- || should be drawn from the most northwestern || the soil, or to transfer the allegiance of the citizens 
tions of the Senator have not been realized. The || branch of the river. Just imagine a man who has || of the United States? Does the Constitution bestow, 
nation is now in a state of unexampled prosperity; | purchased a farm from his Government, and for || by implication, the power upon the President or 
and the cause of that is to be found in the salutary || which he holds a patent, consenting, when a pow- || the Senate to do so? Does the instrument give to 
condition of the currency, just as the reverse was || erful and wealthy neighbor makes a claim to his | any other branch of the Government a power tran- 
the cause of former prostration. Well, then, if ! roperty, to submit the matter to arbitration! | scending that bestowed upon the others? Why, 
the giving of the notice was the proper course in What opinion would you entertain of the common || if it were so, ours would be no longer a limited 
1843—if it should necessarily precede the adoption || sense of that obliging and accommodating dispu- || government. It is not a question of boundary, be- 
of measures to take possession—why is it that we | tant? As to the submission of the case to a se-| cause, as I have shown, we have a title, England 
Nnot promptly give the notice now? | lect board of arbitration, that is most absurd. Is || has none. The question of boundary is buta pre- 
_The Senator from South Carolina suggests a || it not likely that the wealth and resources of the || text to hide the real object. It is raised simply be- 
different plan. He prefers leaving it to the opera- powerful neighbor would be directed to the not || cause England, powerful and formidable as she is, 
tion of time—to the silent and quiet encroachments | very honorable but subtle policy of addressing |; demands, and expects us to give. It is true, sir, 
of our hardy and enterprising people to acquire || certain arguments to the arbitrators, not unlikely | that war is a great enlamity. But the lessons of 
that Sa gra for us: and does not every gentle- || to prove very satisfactory and sound to some of || history are all false, its moral but an idle tale, if 
man know that while our hardy and enterprising || them? The country, sir, sustains the President | there are not greater calamities which can fall upon 
people are pressing on according to the plan of the | in this wise and proper rejection of the offer of ar- || men and nations than a war. One of the oo 
Senator from South Carolina, they are exposing '' bitration. Our claim is settled. We cannot con- ' calamities, sir, is a purchased and disgraceful peace 
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Bloated and enervated China is a living witness of 
that fact, Modern Italy still exhibits in her feeble 
and imbecile empire the curse entailed upon her 
thirteen or fourteen centuries ago. The ignoble 
descendants of the most illustrious race the ancient 
world ever saw exhibit in their every lineament 
the effects of that awful calamity; whilst on the 
other hand, consecrated still to this hour, Mara- 
thon stands an eternal fame, bearing witness of the 
heroic soul of the Grecks, who disdained at the 
hands of invading millions to purchase peace. 
Princeton, and ‘Trenton, and Yorktown, bear the 
same testimony to the force of that noble determi- 
nation. Every part of this land is the enduring and 
eternal monument of those who preferred resist- 
ance to submission, and encountered all the perils 
of a dreadful and unequal strife rather than pur- 
chase an ignominious peace, Oh, it is said—*take 
care of our commerce—let us traffic.’? Ay, * let 
us TRAFFIC!’ Alas! that descendants of the he- 
roic men of che Revolution could be heard expres- 
sing willingness to buy peace with their country’s 
territory, and that priceless jewel, their country’s 
! Ay, traffic, like the Jew ca hy 


honor! TRAFFIC . 
for thirty pieces of silver, sold his Saviour and his 
God! ‘Trafic on; but, for the love of heaven, traf- 
fic not with the allegiance of your citizens, the herit- 
age of your fathers, and the honor of your coun- 
try! ‘Traflic not in the freedom of your brethren ! 
Traffic as long as it seemeth good in your eyes; but 
bring not their birthright into the market! It was 
the noble language of a famous British monarch: 
‘** 1 regard the legal liberty of the meanest and fee- 
blest Briton as my own, and am as ready to defend 
it.’ Jt was a kingly sentiment and added lustre to 
his crown. It is itself enough to consecrate his 
memory. I cherish it, and would have the Senate 
act upon it, and not seek to transfer the allegiance 
of freeborn American citizens to a monarch’s 
throne. Where is the warrant in the Constitution 
for such an act? The denial of my principle by 
the Senator from South Carolina avows this prin- 
ciple. 

Why, sir, if this is allowed to the treaty-making 
power, if they can transfer any portion of our ter- 
ritory, and the allegiance of American citizens in 
Oregon, what stands in their way to prevent them 
from regulating our entire system of revenue from 
imports by commercial treaties rerulating import- 
ations? It is in vain to say the Constitution re- 
serves the rizht of laying taxes, &c., to Congress, 
if the same Constitution expressly refuses to Con- 
gress the power of regulating the territory of the 
country and public property. Where is their war- 
rant for alienating a single foot of American soil? 
If this Government has the right of transferring 
one-half of Oregon, it has just the same right to 
transfer the Territory of Lowa or Wisconsin, if 
Great Britain advances a claim to it; just the same 
right to surrender this District to Great Britain, if 
she comes forward with some antiquated and un- 
founded claim to it, just like that she makes to 
Oregon. I care not how far the principle is car- 
ried, it t8 all the same if once established—as ap- 
plicable to the transfer of Virginia as of Orevon. 
But it has no such power; and I trust in God it 
will never be asserted by a majority in the Senate, 
Who, sir, will say that any portion of our popula- 
tion could be abandoned under a principle of this 
kind ?—any part of the bone et sinew of their 
country, as had been well said before? Would 
the Senator from North Carolina be willing to 
transfer away the hardy pioneer who first pene- 
trated the tangled forest, from the smoke of whose 
cabin the Indian first was apprised of the approach 
of the pale faces? Shall we have no sympathy for 
him because he is but the pioneer of freedom and 
civilization? The Senator from North Carolina, 
who spoke some days ago, must have known their 
character; that, although far away the pioneer may 
be, he has his domestic altar, where his God and 
freedom are worshipped together. He has his 
household gods, which he loves as truly as you 
do yourselves. He has the names which his 
mother taught him, when, a fair-haired boy, he 
held by her side; he repeats them daily from his 
childhood, and first among them is the name of 
Washington. 
who would break down this altar, transfer his al- 
legiance to another Government, and change the 
name of Washington upon his lips for that of the 
English Queen? 


Lask you, in conclusion, to visit, in imagina- 


tion, the distant plains of Oregon, and there enter 


THE ‘CONGRESS 


Where is the man of iron heart, | 





the lowly habitation of the adventurous settler 


who, in the remotest wildernesses of this Western | 
World, has erected an altar to God and liberty. || 
3ehold him there, surrounded by all the endearing | 
influences of home and family; his cabin the hab- | 


itation of peace and contentment, where honorable 
toil Jays its head upon the pillow which industry 


spreads with so soft and soothing a care for her || 
Behold him there, with all his warm | 


children. 
attachments to his beloved country; with all the 


household affections which follow the good man || 


to the uttermost ends of the earth, ever leading 
him whence they themselves came—heavenward. 
And yet, sir, sooner than relinquish one foot of 


that soil which rightfully is ours, I would see it | 


utterly laid waste and made desolate. 
But I have no fears for Oregon—none. If the 
voice of the American people could be heard, I 


would be willing to lay aside all that has been done | 


here, and let the question go at once to them. 


Submit to the people the question, ‘* Oregon or no | 
Oregon?’ * 49° or 54° 40’??? If they would not | 
go for 54° 40’, I never would utter the name of | 
My fear is not of the people. My | 


Oregon again. 
fear is lest this question should be strangled here. 


When the doors are closed, and there is no eye to | 


see what we do, I fear it may meet the fate of 
Richard’s nephews in the Tower. The land 
where I was rocked and reared, and where I hope 
to sleep my last sleep, with united voice speaks on 
this subject as [ speak. It forbids all compro- 
mises. 

Our brethren in Oregon speak as I speak. I 
speak for iny well-beloved State. She forbids all 
compromises by the surrender of a single foot of our 
territory. It is not the West alone that forbids it. 
History, speaking from the sepulchre of the saint- 
ed dead, forbids it. The shades of Washington, 
of Adams, of Henry, and of their immortal com- 
peers, forbid it. The still small voice of Camden 
and Concord forbids it. ‘The holy blood that fell 
in torrents in the parched fields of Monmouth, 
and Camden, and the Brandywine, forbids it. All 
the spectral forms of the past, as they sweep 
along in shadowy array, with mournful voices, 
forbid it. The present forbids it. Seven-tenths 
of the American people forbid it. ‘The future, 
crowded with mighty events and big with the for- 
tunes of mankind, forbids it. By all the power 
and glow of our country; in the name of the past, 
in the name of the unborn miilions whose proud 
fortune it will be to direct the destinies of free 
America—lI protest here, in the face of Heaven and 


all men, against any dismemberment of our territo- | 


ry—the surrender of our principle—the sacrifice of 
our honor! Here I take my stand on the side of our 
national rights. Here I abide the issue, be it good 
or evil. 
here [ hope to stand. 
my motives. 
a party man—not in the spirit of faction. That 
this question has wound itself around every fibre 


And let no man impugn 


of my heart, I frankly confess; but my judgment | 


has not, I trust, been blinded. One thing I know 
and I repeat—my motives are pure; and to the 
truth of that, if I know my own heart, I appeal, 
in this august presence, to Him who searches the 
hearts and tries the reins of the children of men; 
and of my sincerity in all this matter, I trust to 


be found ready, with devout and reverential awe, | 


to appeal to the omniscient Judge in that hour 
when I shall breathe my last faint prayer for 


mercy, and, as this is true,O, God! let me be | 


heard and judged by Thee! 

When Mr. Haxwxecan resumed his seat, on 
motion of 

Mr, COLQUITT, the Senate adjourned till to- 
morrow at the usual hour. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, February 16, 1846. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and ap- | 


roved. 


The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- || 


ness in order would be the call of the States for 
resolutions, commencing with the State of Maine. 
Mr. J. A. BLACK asked leave to offer a reso- 
lution. 
Objection was made. 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the States 
in their order for resolutions. - 
Mr. NORRIS offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted : @ 


-_—~- ws 


ONAL GLOBE. 





Come weal or wo, come peace or war, || 


I have studied this question, not as || 





Feb. 16, 





| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of allowing deputy postmasters, where 
their annual compensation does not amount to 
twenty-five dollars, to frank letters written by 
' themselves, and to receive letters and newspapers 
free of postage, instead of the extra commissions 
now authorized to be allowed them by law. Also 
to inquire into the expediency of taxing news. 
papers, other than those sent by the publishers 
to their regular subscribers, ata rate of postage 
higher than is now taxed; and also to allow such 
publishers to send their papers to regular subseri- 
| bers out of the mail, as formerly practised. 


_ Mr. D, P. KING offered the following resoly- 
tion; which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the message of the President of 
the United States, communicated in 1842, in rela- 
tion to the claims of our citizens on the Govern. 
ment of Hayti for spoliations, be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions 
to inquire into the propriety of demanding indem- 
nity for the spoliations. 

Mr. J. ROCKWELL gave notice that on to- 
| morrow, or some early day, he will ask leave to 
| introduce a bill to provide for a specific duty on 

wool unmanufactured, the cost of which, at the 
| port or place whence imported, shall be seven 
cents and under per pound. 
| Mr. JAMES THOMPSON offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ma- 
king an appropriation for the improvement of the 
Alleghany river, between Pittsburg and Olean, in 

|New York; or, if a new survey of the same be 
deemed necessary before improvements shall be 
authorized, that said committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of authorizing such 
survey; and that the petitious and memorials here- 
tofore presented on that subject be referred to said 
committee. 

Mr. NIVEN, on leave, introduced the following 
|| joint resolution: 

A JOINT RESOLUTION to establish assimilated 
rank for certain officers of the naval service. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United Slates of «Imerica in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the United States is 
| authorized, and is hereby requested, to assign a 

rank for the several grades of medical and other 

officers of the civil branch of the navy, relatively 
| to officers of the military branch of the same ser- 

vice, in the same degree as is established by regu- 

lation in the army of the United Siates for medical 
| and other civil officers relatively to officers of the 
line of the army: Provided, Such relative or assim- 
'ilated rank shall confer no authority to command 
any vessel or station, or military officer, for mili- 
tary or naval purposes: «2nd provided also, Assimi- 
lated rank can be established in the navy without 
any expense whatever to the treasury of the Uni- 
ted States. 


Read twice, and committed. 
Mr. WRIGHT offered the following resolution; 
| which was adopted: . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
| instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
'| viding by law the form by which the report of the 
'| Secretary-of the Treasury on commerce and navt- 
gation shall be made up; and, also, that they 1- 
|| quire into the expediency of making provision for 
| such returns as will show the amount of the coast- 
| ing trade, and the internal commerce of the coun- 
| try. : ‘ 

| “Mr. CRANSTON, on leave given, introduced 
|| certain joint resolutions of the Legislature of Rhode 
|| Island, on the subject of the tariff : referred to the 
|| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


| Mr. G. DAVIS offered the following resolution, 
| on which he demanded the previous question: 

| Resolved, That the project of a bill to establish 
| the rates of duties on goods, wares, and merchan- 
|| dise which may be imported into the United Statgs, 
|| lately submitted by the Secretary of the Treasury 
eans, be printed 





|| to the Committee of Ways and : 
} for the use of this House, and that said committee 
! be, and they are hereby, instructed to furnish the 
| Clerk of the House with acopy of the same, to be 
printed. ; 

|” Mr. RATHBUN moved that the resolution be 


' laid on the table. 





ww 


1846. 


Mr. G. DAVIS asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. HOPKINS desired to be informed by the 
Chair, whether such a bill had been reported to the | 

ouse! | 
othe SPEAKER said the Chair could not inform 
the gentleman. 

But the Clerk (replying through the Speaker) 
said no such bill had been reported. 

Mr. HARALSON would like to inquire (he said) | 
whether the committee had made a report ? 

Mr. McKAY said the committee had made no | 


repor . 


t 
The SPEAKER said this discussion was not in | 
order. 

Mr. THOMASSON. I would like to be in- | 
formed whether such a project has been submitted | 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and wheth- 
er the chairman objects to its printing? 

Mr. McKAY, not hearing the question, advan- 
ced down the aisle for the purpose of ascertaining 
what it was; when 

The SPEAKER said these interrogatories were 
not in order, the Clerk having commenced the call 
of the roll. 

The question ** Shall the resolution be laid on | 
the table??? was then taken, and decided in the 
ailirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James Black, 
James A. Black, Bowlin, Brockenbrough, Brod- 
head, William G. Brown, Cathcart, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, 
Clark, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cummins, Cunnineg- 
ham, Daniel, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dilline- 
ham, Dobbin, Douglass, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Erd- 
man, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Giles, Goodyear, | 
Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, | 
Henley, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, 
George S. Houston, E. W. Hubard, Hungerford, 
James B. Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, James H. John- | 
son, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Preston King, Lawrence, Leake, La | 
Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, McClelland, McClernand, 
McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Barclay 
Martin, Morris, Niven, Owen, Parish, Payne, | 
Perrill, Phelps, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Rhett, Rit- | 
ter, Roberts, Sawyer, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, 
Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Starkweather, St. John, James Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Toombs, Tredway, Went- 
worth, Wheaton, Wick, Woodward, Yancey, Yell, 
and Yost—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincey Adams, 
Arnold, Ashmun, Baker, Barringer, Bell, Blanch- 
ard, Milton Brown, Buffington, William W. 
Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, John G. 
Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, 
Culver, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Edsall, | 
Edwin H. Ewing, Gentry, Giddings, Graham, 
Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, E. | 
B. Holmes, S. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington 
Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
D. P. King, Thomas Butler King, Lewis, Long, 
McGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Mil- 
ler, Moseley, Pendleton, Ramsey, Julius Rock- 
well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, 
Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, noes Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomas- | 
son, Trambo, Vance, Vinton, White, Winthrop, 
and Wright—69. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 


[A message was received from the Senate, by 
A. Dickens, Esq., Secretary, informing the House 
of the passage of certain bills. 


A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of J. 
K. Waker, Esq., his private secretary.] 


Mr. TIBBATTS offered a resolution providing | 
that the bill making appropriations for certain har- , 
bors and rivers be made the special order of the | 
day for Monday next, and that it take precedence | 
of all other business. 

And on this resolution Mr. T. demanded the | 
previous question. | 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON moved that there be a_ 
call of the House, and asked the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 

Mr. HOPKINS inquired of the Speaker whether 
the resolution, as it related to priority of business, | 
would not eo a vote of two-thirds? | 

The SPEAKER so decided. | 

he question was then taken on the motion of | 











THE 


Mr. G.S. Houston, and it was decided in the 


| negative. 


So a call of the House was refused. 

Mr. NORRIS moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked the veas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson Ar- 
nold, Barringer, Bell, Benton, James A. Black, 
Brockenbrough, William G. Brown, Aucustus A. 
Chapman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cranston, Cul- 
lom, Daniel, Jefferson Davis, Dobbin, Ficklin, 
Gordon, Graham, Grover, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Harper, Hilliard, Hoge, Hopkins, George S. 
Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston King, 
Leake, La Sere, Lumpkin, McClernand, MeCon- 
nell, McHenry, McKay, John P. Martin, Barclay 
Martin, Niven, Norris, Parish, Payne, Price, Reid, 
Rhett, Roberts, John A. Rockwell, Seaman, Sed- 
don, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, St. 
John, Strong, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Tred- 
way, Wheaton, Woodward, and Yancey—64. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Ash- 
mun, Baker, Blanchard, Bowlin, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, William W. Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, 
John G. Chapman, Chipman, Cocke, Crozier, 
Culver, Cummins, Cunningham, Darragh, Gar- 
rett Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Douz- 
lass, Dunlap, Edsall, Erdman, Edwin H. Ewing, 
Faran, Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Good- 
year, Grinnell, Hampton, Henley, Herrick, Elias 
B. Holmes, Isaac E. Holmes, Hough, Samuel 
D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington 
Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, {Daniel P. King, T. 

Jutler King, Lewis, Ligon, Long, McClelland, 
MeDowell, McGaughey, McIlvaine, Marsh, Mil- 
ler, Morris, Moseley, Owen, Perrill, Phelps, Ram- 
sey, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, Root, Runk, Rus- 
sell, Sawyer, Schenck, Severance, Truman Smith, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, 
Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benja- 
min Thompson, James Thompson, Thurman, 
Tibbatts, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, 
White, Wick, Winthrop, Wood, Wright, Yell, 
and Yost—101. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the demand for 
the previous question, 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES moved that there be 
a call of the House. 

Which motion was rejected. 

The question then again recurring on the demand 
for the previous question; it was taken, and the 
vote stood ayes 64, noes 50. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. HARALSON asked the yeas and nays 
thereon, which were ordered. 

And the question ‘Shall this resolution be 
adopted ?’? was then taken, and decided in the 
negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q@. Adams, Ash- 
mun, Baker, Blanchard, Bowlin, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, William G. Brown, Buiiington, William 


|W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Cath- 


cart, Chipman, Cocke, Crozier, Culver, Cummins, 
Cunningham, Darragh, Garrett Davis, De Mott, 
Dixon, Dockery, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erd- 


man, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Foster, Gentry, | 


Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Grinnell, Harper, 
Henley, Herrick, Elias Bb. Holmes, Hough, Sam- 


‘uel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Wash- 


ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Joseph John- 
son, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, Leib, 
La Sere, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, Long, McClelland, 
McDowell, McGaughey, Mcllvaine, Marsh, 
Moseley, Owen, Perrill, Phelps, Price, Ramsey, 
Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, 
Russell, Sawyer, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, 
Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Ca- 
leb B. Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, 
Strohm, Strong, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, 
Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson, Thur- 
man, Tibbatis, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Went- 
worth, White, Wick, Williams, Winthrop, 
Wright, Yell, Young, and Yost—107. 
NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Arnold, Bar- 
ringer, Beddinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James A. 
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Black, Brockenbrough, John G. Chapman, An- 
gustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Clarke, 
Cobb, Collin, Cranston, Cullom, Daniel, Jefte;- 
son Davis, Dobbin, Ficklin, Garvin, Gordon, 
Graham, Grover, Haralson, Harmanson, Hilliard, 
Hoge, Isaac FE. Holmes, Hopkins, George 8. 
Houston, E. W. Hubard, Hunter, Andrew John- 
son, Preston King, Leake, Lumpkin, McClernand, 
MeConnell, McHenry, McKay, John P. Martin, 
Barclay Martin, Niven, Norris, Parish, Payne, 
Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Seddon, Alexander 
D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Jacob 
‘Thompson, ‘Toombs, ‘Tredway, Wheaton, Wood, 
Woodruff, Woodward, and Yancey—64 

So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
resolution was rejected. 

Mr. TIBBATTS asked leave to offer another 
resolution, 

Objected to; the rule allowing a member to offer 
only one, except by consent. 

Mr. THOMAS B. KING asked that the mes- 
sage from the President, before noted, might be 
read. Objected to. 

Mr. E. H. EWING (the rules having been sus 
pended for the purpose) introduced the petition of 
W.H. Mason; which was appropriately referred, 

Mr. SCHENCK offered the tollowing resolution, 
on which he demanded the previous question: 

Whereas a bill entitled a bill reducing the duties 
on imports, and for ether purposes, has been laid 
before the Committee of Ways and Means of this 
House by the Secretary of the Treasury, imbo- 
dyin his views in relation to the tarilf as contain- 
ed in his late annual report to Congress: And where- 
as it is the parliamentary privilege of every mem- 
ber of this House to be present at the session of 
any committee thereof, and to be cognizant of their 
proceedings and of ail matters submitted to the 
consideration of such committee: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to communicate to the Clerk 
of this House a copy of said bill so furmished by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and that the Clerk 
cause the usual number thereof to be printed for 

| the use of the members. 

Mr. REID moved that the resolution be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

After a Lrief conversation on a point of order be- 
tween Mr. MecCLERNAND and the SPEAKER, 

The question was taken, and resulted as follows: 
' YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Bayly, Bedinger, 
Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, Brocken- 
brough, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Burt, Cath- 
eart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Jetlerson Davis, 
De Mott, Dobbin, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erd- 
man, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Garvin, Goodyear, 
Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, 

_ Henley, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, Geo. 
S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, 
James B. Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, J. H. Johnson, 
Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Geo. W. Jones, 
S. Jones, Preston King, Leib, La Sere, Ligon, 
Lumpkin, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, 
McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, B. Martin, 
Morris, Norris, Parish, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, 

| Price, Rathbun, Rei, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Rus- 
sell, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, A. D. Sims, L. 
H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Sykes, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, 
Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, W ood- 
| ward, Woodworth, Yancey, and Yell—104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q@. Adams, Ar- 
nold, Askmun, Baker, Barringer, Bell, Blanchard, 
Milton Brown, William W. Campbell, John H. 
Campbell, Carroll, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, 
Crozier, Culver, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Dockery, 
Edwin H. Ewing, Gentry, Giddings, Graham, 
Grinnell, Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. 
Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, 
Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Daniel P. King, Lewis, Levin, Long, McGaughey, 
McHenry, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, 
Pendleton, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rock- 
well, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, 
Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Thi- 


'| bodeaux, Thomasson, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, 


| White, Winthrop, Woodruff, Wright, and Young 


\) 66. 
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So the resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. J. G. CHAPMAN, — 

Resolvedg ‘That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
and importance of constructing fortifications at St. 
Mary’s, on the Potomac, and at Thomas’s Point, 
in the Chesapeake, as estimated and projected by 
the board of engineers, and reported November 14, 
1822, and by the Engineer Department in Novem- 
ber, 1825. 

Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to report a bill re- 
storing to the Postmaster General and deputy post- 
masters the franking privilege. 

Which was read, and debate arising, it was laid 
over. 

On motion of Mr. LA SERF, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into, and report upon, the 
cdeleneces necessary to prot ct the coast of the Uni- 
ed States along the Gulf of Mexico, and to com- 
mand the various approaches to the city of New 
Orleans, 

Avreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CUMMINS, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General report to 
this House, with as little delay as possible, at 
what rate per annum the expenses of the post 
office in Washington City have been increased in 
consequence of keeping an account of the free 
railuble matter received at said office, what in- 
crease there has been in the number of clerks in 
aaid office since the appointment of the present 
postmaster, and what increase there has been in 
the expenses of said office since his appointment ; 
and also, that he state the reason why the evening 
mail of members of the House of Representatives 
is not now delivered at as early an hour as at for- 
mer sessions. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of increasing 
the pension of Jeremiah Sims, of Pe rry county, 
Oliio, a revolutionary soldier. 

On motion of Mr. McDOWELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the law reorganizing the Naval depart- 
ment of the United States, approved 3]st August, 
1842, as to authorize the appointment of civilians 
to discharge the duties assigned by said law to the 
several bureaus created by the same, instead of 
officers of the navy; and report to this House by 
bill or otherwise. 


Mr. FARAN offered the following resolution; 
which was laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to this House, at the earliest practicable pe- 
riod, the names of the several depositaries of the 
public moneys since the repeal of the law usually 
denominated the sub-treasury law; the amounts 
deposited, the times when deposited, the securi- 
ties taken from the said several depositaries, the 
transfers from one depositary to another, the 
amounts transferred, and the times when transfer- 
red in reference to these depositaries, their names, 
services, or compensation. 

On motion of Mr. CUNNINGHAM, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing by law that the Postmas- 
ter General shall, in contracting for carrying the 
mails, so contract as to prohibit mail contractors 
from running opposition stages or post-coaches for | 
the transportation of passengers on the mail-route:! 
of any other contractors; and that they report by 
bill or otherwise. 7 

Mr. HARMANSON gave notice of a motion ' 
for leave to introduce a bill to cede all the public | 
lands lying within the parishes in Louisiana front- 
ing on the Mississippi river on its west-bank, com- 
mencing at the Arkansas line, and running down | 
the river to the parish of Iberville, to those par- | 
ishes as a levelling fund. 

On motion of Mr. THIBODEAUX, 

Resolved, That the resolution of the House of 
the 13th Janvary, inquiring of the Secretary of the 
rreasury whether frauds have not been committed || 


on the revenue laws by the importation of syrups || to transmit to this House such reports of surveys 
as molasses, &c., and the answer of the Secretary u 
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of the Treasury thereto, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, with instructions to 
inquire whether such frauds have been commit- 
ted. 

Mr. HENLEY offered the following resolution: | 

Resolved, Vhat from this day, the hour to which 
the House shall stand adjourned daily shall be 
eleven o’clock, a. m., unul otherwise ordered by 
the House. 

Which was read, and debate arising thereon, it 
was laid over. 

On motion of Mr. ROBERTS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office || 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency Of establishing a post-route from Hills- 
borough to Canton, in Mississippi. 

Resolved, further, That the same committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establish- || 
ing a post-route from Greensboro’, by Kosciusko, 
Carthage, Raleigh, Williamsbure, Columbia, Pearl- | 
ington, to Mississippi city, in the State of Missis- | 
Sippt. 

Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS gave notice for leave 
to introduce a bill for a grant of land to construct 
a leveé near the bank of the Mississippi river, and 
extending from the mouth of the Yazoo river to 
the Tennessee line. 

Mr. VANCE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to communicate to this House a copy of 
the bill prepared by him, entitled ‘A bill reducing 
the duties on imports, and for other purposes, | 
which he has submitted to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and which purports to imbody his 
views in relation toa revenue tariff.’ 


Which was read, and laid upon the table one 
day under the rule. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. CATH- 
CART asked, obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill to grant the rights of pre-emption to actual set- | 
tlers on the lands acquired by treaty from the Mi- 
ami Indians, in Indiana; which bill was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion of Mr. C. B. SMITH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || 
providing by law for the effectual prevention of |, 
the sale of lottery tickets within the District of | 
Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. PARISH, 

Resolved, That the President communicate to | 
this House, so far as consistefit with the public 
welfare, any and all information in his possession 
touching the interference of Great Britain in the | 
affairs of the Argentine Confederacy, and ‘the ex- 
isting difficulties on the Plate; and also touching 
the mediation proposed by the chargé d’affaires of 
this Government, and the effect produced on neu- | 
tral commerce in South America by the recent || 
interference of England and France in the affairs || 
of this continent. I 

Laid over. 

On motion of Mr. ST. JOHN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- | 


ed to communicate to this House such informa- || P 


tion as may be in possession of the Bureau of Top- 
ographical Engineers, touching the comparative || 
advantages and disadvantages of the several points || 
on Lake Erie for the establishment of a naval de- 
pot on said lake. 


On motion of Mr. NORRIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of paying || 
Samuel Perry the amount deducted from a freight || 
bill under a contract with McClure & Co. for || 
transportation of Indian stores, and an additional || 
amoant claimed for detention, and the expenses || 
incurred thereby. «|| 


_Mr..SAWYER offered the following resolu | 
ion: 

Resolved, That House bill regulating the ap- | 
pointment of certain officers be made the special | 
order of the day for Monday next. 


upon the table. 


Mr. CROZIER offered the following, which was 
laid upon the table one day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the engineer-in-chief of the topo- | 
graphical corps, Colonel J. J. Abert, be requested 


of the Tennessee river as may belong to his bureau, 








} 
1 
Which was read, and debate arising, it was laid | 








Feb. 


16, 


now in manuscript, and that the same be printed 
for the use of this House. 

Mr. COCKE gave notice of a motion to intro- 
duce a bill for the relief of Isaac McBee, a reyo) 
tionary soldier. 


Mr. VINTON offered the following, which was 








u- 


read, and debate arising, it was laid over: 


Resolved, That the joint resolution to amend the 
Constitution of the United States be made the spe. 
cial order of the day for Wednesday, the 25th of 
February instant, at one o’clock, p. m., and that jt 


then have preference over other business. 


In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. T. B 
KING obtained leave,and introduced a joint reso- 
Jution for the relief of the representatives of Johny 
riabersham, deceased; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. PENDLETON gave notice ofa motion for 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of James 
Green, a revolutionary soldier. 

On motion of Mr. J. P, MARTIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af. 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
and propriety of establishing a national foundry at 


| the falls of Cumberland river, in Kentucky. 


On motion of Mr. G. W. JONES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
; 4 aE aaee p 
diency of ceding to the State of Virginia the county 
of Alexandria, in the District of Colugibia, and 
also of ceding to the State of Maryland the county 
of Washington, in said District, and that they ye- 


port by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. DIXON offered the following resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States cf America in Congress assembled, 
‘That one set of all the works of which copies have 
been distributed to universities and colleges, be also 
distributed to incorporated historical socieues. 

Which resolution was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD offered the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform this House of the gross amount 
of money received from customs in each collection 
district in the United States for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30th, 1845, and the expenses paid in each 
district attending the collection of the revenue for 


| the same period, and a detailed statement of al! 


other payments from said revenue, if any, which 
went to reduce the same to the nett amount stated 


| in his annual report. 


Which was Jaid upon the table. 


On motion of Mr. W. G. BROWN, 

Resolved, That the Posimaster General be, and 
he is hereby, requested to furnish this House with 
a statement showing how often the public mail on 
the Cumberland road has been interrupted by the 


| impassable condition of the Ohio river at Wheeling, 


since the Ist January, 1840. 


On motion of Mr. J. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
ediency of establishing a post-route from DeKalb, 
in the county of Gilmer, to Harrisville, in the coun- 


| ty of Ritchie, in the State of Virginia. 


On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire and report 


| on the expediency of introducing into the Post Of- 


fice laws a provision for the prepayment of post- 
age, and the charge of double postage when it 1s 


| not previously paid. 


Which was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr GRAHAM, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of directing the United States mint and its 
branches to convert all foreign coin, which ts or 
may be owned by the General Government, into 
the legal coin of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a post-route week- 
ly from Salisbury, North Carolina, crossing the 

adkin river at Bringle’s Ferry, by Jackson Hill, 
thence to Wind Hill, Harrisville, and Lawrence- 
ville, North Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding additiona light on the Cape Fear river, 
North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. CULVER, 





Resolved, That the petition and papers of Thom- | 


as Showdy, praying for a remuneration for im- 
»risonment, &c., be taken from the files of the 
House and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary- 

Mr. EDSALL presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of the State of New Jersey relative to the 
act of Congress of March 2d, 1827, concerning pi- 
lots; which resolutions were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. McILVAINE presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania relative to the Alle- 
ghany, Ohio, and Mississippi rivers; which reso- 
jutions were laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. FOSTER, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Claims be instructed to inquire whether or not law- | 
office certificate dated May, 1779, for $400, has been | 


paid or not; and if not, to report a bill for the pay- 
ment of the same to Dr. 
owner. 


On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- | 


diency of extending the provisions of an act passed 


July 7, 1838, in relation to the widows of revolu- | 
tionary officers and soldiers, to the widows of all | 


revolutionary officers and soldiers. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to furnish to this House certified copies 
of the papers on file in the office of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, relative to the claims of Zenus 
King, for services rendered to the Government. 


On motion of Mr. ANDERSON, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- | 


ed to furnish this House with certified copies of 
the papers on file in the Pension Office, in support 


of the petition of Freelove Waid, widow of In- 
crease Waid. 


Mr. SEAMAN gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill for the relief of James Jaies. 


Mr. W. HUNT gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a joint resolution to amend the 
Constitution of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. WOOD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a bill for the construction of a depét for 
the preservation of gunpowder, recommended by 


General Scott, and Colonels Totten and Talcott, | 


in their report to the Secretary of War, at the 2d 
session of the 27th Congress. 


On motion of Mr. P. KING, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office || 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the | 


a of establishing a post-route from Ant- 
werp, in Je 


of Shingle Creek, Fowler, Fullersville, Edward 


— to Causon, St. Lawrence county, New 
ork. 


Mr. THOMAS SMITH moved the following | 
resolution; which lies over one day under the rule: || 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy fur- | 


nish this House the following information, in tab- 
ular or other convenient form, with as little delay 
as possible: 


1, What number of naval officers are waiting 


orders, including those of all grades, from captain | 


down to midshipman, both inclusive: the amount | Mr. TRUMBO offered the following resolution: | 


of pay each officer of each grade receives per an- 
num while waiting orders; and the total amount 
that each officer of each grade has received since 
waiting orders up to the end of the last fiscal year. 

2. State the amount of money that has been paid 
out of the treasury to officers belonging to the nav 
in waiting orders since the peace of Ghent, up to 
the end of the last fiscal year; at present what por- 
tion do the officers of the navy bear to the sailors 
and seamen of the navy; if all lbs of the nav 
fit for service were in commission, and all the off 
cers of the navy ordered idto service, what number 
of each grade of officers would be assigned to each 
ship in service. 

3. If the efficiency of the naval service demands 
& reduction of the number of officers in active ser- 





. Gilpin, the present | 


fferson county, New York, by the way | 





vice or waiting orders, what provision of law is 
necessary to enable the Secretury to effect such a 
reduction, with a due regard to its efficiency in 
time of peace, and to what extent could such re- 
duction be carried through the different grades of 
office in the navy at the present time, having a re- 
gard to a peace establishment only. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. CULVER 
asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for the augmentation of the naval force of the 
United States, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice, and committed. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. LAW- 
RENCE asked, obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill further to amend an act supplementary to ** An 
act to fix the value of certain moneys of account in 
computation at the custom-house;”’ which was read 
twice, and laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. LAWRENCE, 
Ordered, That the petition of C. W. Bingley be 
recommitted to the Committee on Conmerce. 


In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. SEAMAN 
asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill for the 
relief of John Chapeaud, consul for Syria and Pal- 
estine; which bill was read twice, and committed. 
| Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL offered the following 
|| resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire and re- 
port to this House whether deputy postmasters 
may not with advantage to the public interest be 
elected by the people of their respective towns, and 
whether they should not hold their offices during 
good behavior, or for a specified period, and not 
removable except for cause. 

Which was laid on the table. 


In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. DIXON 

asked, obtained leave, and introduced a joint reso- 

| lution relative to the distribution of books to his- 

|| torical societies; which resolution was read twice, 
and committed. 


On motion of Mr. McHENRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be for the present discharged from the con- 
| sideration of the bill for the benefitof James Dix- 

on, and that the same be recommitted to the Com- 
| mittee on the District of Columbia. 
Mr. ‘THOMASSON offered the following reso- 
' lution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State present, in 
the name of the United States, a copy of Force’s 
American Archives to the Historical Society of 
Maryland. 

Which was laid upon the table for one day. 


On motion of Mr. BELL, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy inform 
this House how much hemp has been purchased 
|| for the use of the navy in each year since and in- 
| cluding the year 1840; of what country the growth, 
and the quantity obtained from each country; the 
|| various quantities or classesof hemp, and the price 


|| paid for each; from whom purchased, and the 
/ manner of making the purchase; also, what steps 
have been taken by the department to carry into 
effect the law establishing a hemp agency in Ken- 
tucky and Missourt. 

Which was agreed to. 


Mr. BELL gave notice of a motion for leave to 
introduce a bill for the benefit of the trustees of 
| the Centre College of Kentucky, who are by that 
|| name trustees for the deaf and dumb asylum of 
|| Kentucky, giving them the privilege of vacating 
| certain patents and relocating certain lands granted 


'| them by the United States. 
} 


|| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
|| and he is hereby, instructed to submit to this 
| House his project of a bill establishing the rates of 


duties to be imposed ee) wares, and merchan- || 


dise imported into the United States. 


|| Mr. HUNGERFORD offered the following res- 
olution : 

| Resolved, That 10,000 extra copies of the Presi- 

‘| dent’s Message, with the accompanying corres- 

| pondence between this Government ani\ Great 

Britain, be printed for the use of this House. 

| Laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, 

| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 


|| Which was laid upon the table for one day. 


| 
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tion in the possession of the topographical bureau, 
together with such opinion as that bureau is pre- 
pared to give, touching the advantages and disad- 
vantages of the diflerent points on ke Enie for 
the establishment of a naval depét. 

Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. TAMES A. BLACK, 

Resolved, That a select committee on retrench- 
ment, to consist of nine members, be appointed to 
take into consideration the expenditures of thle War 
Department and the pay of the army. 

Resolved further, That said committee have pow- 
er to send for persons and papers, snd that they 
report to this House by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. BIGGS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for the payment of loan ceru- 
ficates now outstanding and unpaid, issued under 
the authority of the Congress of ithe Confedera- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. I. E. HOLMES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
inquire into the expediency of restoring the pen- 
sion navy fund. 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post-route between 
Fayetteville, in Fayette county, and Greenville, in 
Meriwether ccunty, in the State of Georgia. 

On motion of Mr. BUFFINGTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation for the construction of a 
macadamized road from the Cumberland road, at 
some point west of the mountains, by way of the 
United States arsenal at Pittsburg and Meadville, 
to the harbor of Erie, on Lake Erie. 

On motion of Mr. DARRAGH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of extending to widows of officers of the United 
States army, the provisions of the law which grant 
pensions to widows of officers of the United States 
navy who die in the public service. 


In pursuance of previous notice, and on leave 
given, Mr. LUMPKIN introduced a bill to amend 
an actentitled ** An act to provide for the payment 
of horses or other property lost or destroyed in the 
military service of the United States, approved 
January 18, 1837;” which was read twice, and 
committed. 


Mr. DOBBIN offered the two following resolu- , 


tions; which were adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
changing the time of holding the circuit court at 
Raleigh, North Carolina, so that the same may be 


held on the first Mondays in June and December. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post-route between 
Johnsonville or Murchison Mills, in Cumberland 
county, North Carolina, and Harrington, in the 
same county. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON offered the following 
resolution, on which he demanded the previous 

uestion: 
2esolved, That in order to secure a more com- 
lete and perfect report of the proceedings and de- 
bene of Congress, the Clerk cause to be furnished 
to the regular reporters of the daily papers in this 


‘city in the House, not to exceed three for each 


paper, one copy of each and every of the docu- 


ments printed by order of this House, with the 


|| exception of private bills. 


Pending which resolution, after one or two 
counts, not determinate, on the demand for the 
previous question, 

The House adjourned. 


. 





Mr. BOWLIN presented the following petitions 


_on Thursday last: 


!! ed to communicate to this House all the informa- ‘' 


The petition of Captain George W. Atchison, and 110 
others, citizens of St. Louis, chiefly engaged and inte rested 
in the navigation of the Mississippi river and its triburaries 
praying Congress to pass a bill now before them, entitled 
“A bill to amend an act to provide*for the. better security of 
the lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled, in 
whole or in part by steam, approved July 7, 1838.7 The 
petition of Captain William H. Boyce, and 322 others, citi- 
zens of St. Louis, interested and engaged chiefly in navi- 





| PTE TRE EE 





Pat 


an a 
Evi G 
tay 
Pe 
*y Ey 


OST 
PRS aentteds. GP EPO OATS retin 
idler une 


> ee 


SRE OIE 


Soa ALTAR ETTE ANNE ROLE OO 





aI 
i aye 










hy 






all de a Tea 


¥ 








<p 








“ 


















































eg? 








gating the waters of the Mississippi river and its tributaries, 
praying the same as above—the passage of said bill. ‘The 


ponnen of Thomas M. Lynn, and 155 others, citizens of St. | 


ois, chiefly engaged and interested in navigating the 
waters of the Mississipm and its tributaries praying as 
above—the passage of said bill. The petition of John B. Sar- 
py, and 232 others, citizens of St. Louis, interested and 
chiefly engaged in navigating the waters of the Mississippi 
river and its tributaries, praying as above—the passage of 
said bill. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, February 17, 1846. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate sev- 
eral messages received yesterday from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, viz: 

A message transmitting a report from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, communicating the correspond- 
ence called for by the resolution of the Senate of 
the 25th of February, 1845, between the command- 
er of the East India squadron and foreign Powers, 
or United States agents abroad, during the years 
1842 and 1843, relating to the trade and other in- 
terests of this Government; which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. DIX, one thousand copies in 
addition to the usual number were ordered to be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 


Also, a message transmitting a communication 
from the Attorney General, relating to a contract 
entered into by him with Messrs. Little & Brown, 
for certain copies of the proposed edition of the 
laws and treaties of the United States, in pursuance 
of the joint resolution of the 3d of March, 1845; 
which was read. 

‘The PRESIDENT also laid before the Senate 
a report of the Secretary of the Navy, made in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, com- 
inunicating information concerning the fitness of 
ihe harbor at the mouth of Grand river, in the State 
of Michigan, for a naval depot; which was read. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
respecting the necessity of a naval armament upon 
Lake Superior, and the most economical mode of 
providing for the naval defence of that part of the 
United States; which was read. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate, information concerning the 

resent means of naval defence on the northern 
lakes; which was read, and laid on the table. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 11th 
instant, in relation to the authority under which 
Emilie Voss had acted as an agent to procure or re- 
ceive the payment of certain instalments of Mexi- 
can indemnity; which was read, laid on the table, 
and ordere d to be printed, 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the pe tition of the 
Troy and Greenbush railroad association, praying 
the reimbursement of the duties paid by them on 
certain importations of railroad iron; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. D. also presented a petition of officers in 
the army of the United States, praying the estab- 
lishment of a military asylum for the support of 
invalid soldiers; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. A'‘TCHISON presented the petition of eiti- 
zens of Missouri, praying the removal of the land 
office from Palmyra to Bloomington in said State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Publie 
Lands. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of Ma- 
ry B. Wade, widow of Lieutenant Wade, late in 
the naval service of the United States, praying a 
pension; which, on his motion, was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CASS presented further documents in rela- 
tion to the petition of James Foster, praying to be 
allowed remuneration for the illegal seizure and 
condemnation of his vessel and cargo by persons 
acting under the authority of the British Govern- 
ment in Canada; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. C. also presented the petition of Isaac Barnes, 
praying the right of pre-emption to certain land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Mira M. Alexan- 
der, the only heir of George Madison, deceased, 


on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


communicating 


THE 





On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, permission was | 
granted to Peter Frost to withdraw his-petition and | 
papers. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary | 
be instructed to inquire whether any, and what, 
further provisions of law are required to secure to | 
persons charged with offences against the United 
States, which from their nature must be in whole 
or in part committed in a foreign country, a full | 
and fair trial, and to afford persons so charged the | 
proper means of proving their defence before the 
courts of the United States. 

Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- | 


_ tablishing suitable military fortifications for a mil- | 


itary station at or near the mouth of the Genesce | 
river, in the State of New York. | 
Mr. DIX submitted the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 
Resolved, Chat the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing | 
the harbors, bays, and entries into the creeks, situ- 
ated between the harbors of Erie and Buffalo, on 
Lake Erie, to be examined and reported upon by a 
mixed board of officers of the navy, corps of engi- | 
neers, and topographical engineers, with a view of 
ascertaining the capability of either of the said har- 
bors, bays and creeks, of being made a port of ref- 
uge, observation, and refitment to such part of the 
national marine as may from stress of weather, or 
from any other cause, be compelled to seek safet 


below the harbor of Erie; and that the said board be | 
instructed to prepare, at as early a day as practica- | 
ble, plans and estimates for the improvement and | 
military defences of the harbor, which in the opin- | 


ion of said board shall, from position and other lo- 


cal facilities, promise the easiest and cheapest at- | 
tainmentof the end contemplated in the first branch | 
of this resolution. | 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, submitted adverse reports upon 


the petitions of Daniel B. Baker, Elizabeth Sailor, | 


and Hector Perkins; which were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom the matter was referred, reported 
a joint resolution authorizing the President of the 


United States to remove the difficulties (now exist- | 
ing) to the speedy removal of the Miami Indians ; 


which was read, and passed to the second reading. 


Mr. PENNYBACKER, from the Committee of | 


Claims, asked that said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 


Mary B. Hook, and that it be referred to the Com- 


mittee on Indian Affairs; which was agreed to. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- | 


val Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
Ebenezer Ballard, reported a bill for his relief; 
which was read, and, together with the report, was 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported | 
a bill for the relief of James Low; which was read, 
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', motion to postpone was agreed to, 


and the report and bill were ordered to be printed. | 
Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on the Ju- | 


diciary, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 


for the relief of the executor of Benjamin Chaires, | 


deceased, Gad Humphreys, and Pedro Miranda, 


claiming to be the assignees of Jose de la Maya | 


Arredondo, of the State of Florida; which was 


read, passed to a second reading, and the report | 


was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. B. also, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, to whom was referred the petition of George | 


Gordon, submitted a report, accompanied by a | 


hill for his relief; which was read, and passed to 
a second reading, and the report ordered to be 
printed, 


Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 


was referred the bill declaring the assent of Con- 
gress to the State of Illinois to impose a tax upon 
all lands hereafter sold by the United States in 


that State, from and after the time of such sale, | 


reported it without amendment. The accompany- | 


ing report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAYWOOD, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
** Bill to extend the powers of the Orphans’ courts, 
held in and for the Distriet of Columbia,”’ reported 
the same without amendment. 


ij 
if 
| 
i] 
| 
| 
' 








Mr. H. moved that the prior orders be 
poned, and that the Senate proceed imme 
the consideration of the above bill, 

Mr. ATCHISON objected to the interruption 
of the regular orders; but after explanation by \{,. 
HAYWOOD, he withdrew his objection, and the 


St. 


diate | y to 


The bill was then read, considered as in com. 
mittee of the whole, reported to the Senate withoy, 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, and, ‘on 
unanimous consent, read a third time, and passed 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Foreion 
Relations, reported, without amendment, thesjoint 
resolution from the Hoyse of Representatives ay. 
thorizing the President to give the required 1 
for the abrogation of the second article of the 
vention of 1827. 

Mr. ALLEN remarked, that he had been jy. 
structed by the Committee on Foreign Relations 
to report back this resolution, and to move that j: 
be made the order of the day for one o’clock this 
day, in order that it may be connected with the 
general matter before the Senate. 

The motion to make the joint resolution 
cial order was agreed to. 

Mr. HAYWOOD, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, asked that the said com. 
mittee be discharged from the further consideya- 
tion of certain petitions and memorials in relatioy 
to the repeal of the law requiring one of the 
judges of the circuit court of said District to reside 
in Alexandria, and that the same, together with a 
memorial of the Mayor and Common Council of 
Alexandria, be printed; which was agreed to, 

Mr. NILES moved to postpone the prior orders 
of the day, and that the Senate take up the joint 
resolution providing for a temporary mail service 
in Texas; which motion was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was then read a second 
time, considered as in committee of the whole, re- 
ported back to the Senate without amendment, 
and ordered to a third reading. By unanimous 
consent, the joint resolution had a third reading, 
and was passed. or 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, asked that said committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Carey H. Seely, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved that the Senate resume 
the consideration of the special orders; which was 
agreed to. 


‘‘OREGON—THE NOTICE.” 
Mr. COLQUITT proceeded to address the Sen- 


ate, and said: I do not profess to have myself any 
knowledge of the views which the President has 
not given to the world, which go to support his 
recommendations on the subject of Oregon. Re- 
lying with the utmost confidence on his honesty, 
integrity, and firmness, I am quite ready to act 
upon these recommendations. I[t has been very 
properly said that no message that ever emanated 
trom a President of the United States has met with 
more general approbation on the part of the people 
than that one to which I now allude. It is able, 
dignified, and peaceful. All that he has said, and 
all that he has done, and all that he has offered to 
do, has met a favorable response from the public. 
It would be a libel upon his character to say tat 
now he considers what he has done, or what he 
has offered to do, as not the best that might or 
could have been done for the best interests of the 
country and for the happiness of the people. | 
am not willing that his political adversaries should 
assert, or his political friends insinuate, that he 1s 
secretly endeavoring to plunge this country into a 
war, whilst all his public communications breathe 
the language of peace. I am not willing that the 
ublic shall consider that there are gentlemen in the 
Halls of Congress that have the private ear of the 
President, and are his especial mouth-pieces, who 
will declare that the tendency of the measures re- 
commended by him will be otherwise than pacilic, 


ouce 
con- 


a Spe- 


or, indeed, that they should pretend to expound 


the views of the Executive at all, whilst he pos- 
sesses daily means of communication with bota 
Houses of Congress. If war come, the fault will 
not be on his head. Ie what he has already done, 


and in what he has offered to do, we have a public 
guaranty of what he is still willing to do, and the 
sacrifices he is still prepared to make in order to 
preserve at once the peace and honor of the nation. 
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The bloody laurel, even were he capable of win- 
ning it, would sit but illy on his brow. ‘The olive- 
branch sits more gracefully upon it. 
been wafted to his present high position upon the 
groans and sighs of widows and orphans, render- 
ing it necessary for him to finish his race of glory 
in carnage and blood. I know that there have been 
misgivings here and elsewhere, that while his com- 


| 
{ 


He has not | 


munications and his recommendations to Congress | 


are all peaceful, there is a secret hostility to any 
negotiation on the part of the Executive; and the 
inflammatory speeches made in the Halls of Con- 
gress by some gentlemen have strengthened the 
conviction, and given some alarm; but in vindica- 
tion of the President, permit me to say, that when- 
ever the people shall find that his public and pri- 
vate acts are conflicting with each other—that he 
acts with disguise and dissimulation—that he is 
weak and vacillating, and to be driven from his 
dignified and peaceful purpose by inflammatory 
speeches made in Congress, it will then be time 
enough to convert public applause into public rep- 
robation. The spirit, feeling, and character of the 
Message have been all well calculated to make us 
all consider not only the question itself, but the 
probable result of our final action upon it. 

The ardent and uncompromising, stimulated, 
doubtless, by courage and national pride, have 
drawn a theatrical picture of the future; they have 
brought us to gaze upon our laurelled warriors, 
planung the standard of freedom on the utmost 


verge of the continent laved by the waters of the | 


Pacific; trampling under their feet in proud con- 
tempt the foul pretensions of an ambitious nation. 
The prudent and the cautious, actuated by the 
laudable purpose of abating these kindling fires of 
war, lit up by such flattering descriptions of the 
future, have reversed the picture, and called on us 
to contemplate scenes of desolation and wo, rav- 
aged coasts, plundered cities, an exhausted treas- 
ury, and a country sinking deeper and deeper into 
misfortune and ruin. Permit me, without being 
urged on by the heated ardor of the one, or fettered 
by the fears and apprehensions of the other, to 
consider this question in the spirit of calmness and 
prudence. Is Oregon, in truth, on principles of 
justice, a territory of the United States? Is our 
utle to the 54th parallel of latitude unquestionable 
and unencumbered? Is there any difficulty about 
it? If you answer these questions in the affirma- 
uve, then there is left for us but one course, the 
maintenance of those riglits;peaceably if we may, 
forcibly if we must. It has been the business of 
some to give us very glowing descriptions of the 
commercial and agricultural advantages of Oregon, 
whilst others have in all these respects depreciated 


and sterile. I do not conceive that its value enters 
legitimately into a discussion of the question of 
night. If every acre were a garden, if every river 
were a stream of wealth, if every harbor were the 
safe depository and mart for the world’s mighty 


commerce, if the whole coast were indented with | 


commodious and safe retreats for the naval arma- 


ments of the world,—yet, were our claims not . 


founded in truth, justice would demand the instant 
abandonment of all our pretensions. But if our 
utle be clear, unquestionable, unencumbered to the 
whole territory,—then, if it were a bleak and rocky 
desert, scarcely habitable by the mountain goat, 
honor would require that we should rake no sur- 
render until first the title had been cancelled by the 
last will and testament of the republic. 

I propose to divide the issues presented on this 


question. ‘There is but one question before us— | 


that is, of the notice. But with this question of 
notice has been blended the assertion of uncom- 


promising right to the whole territory; and, in | 


consequence of this blending of issues improperly 
united, I conceive that many gentlemen have been 
pest in an improper position before the country. 

ake the issues together—the notice to Great 
Britain to quit, and the determined assertion with- 


out any negotiation or compromise of the right to | 


the whole territory—what is the result? There | 
is but one alternative, and that is war, or an un- | 


conditional surrender on the 


: part of the British 
Government for fear of war. 


And who can be- | 


lieve for a moment that that Government will re- | 


man the advantages which it has enjoyed there 
without being permitted even the right to nego- 





exercised—a right satictioned by the stipulations 
of the treaty itself. Then what do we do? We 
leave then but one question open, and that is, our 
ttle to the whole of Oregon—whether that title is 
so unquestionable and so indisputable, and so free 
from doubt and difficulty, that we could not, with- 
out a sacrifice of our national honor, make a com- 
promise of the boundary with Great Britain. And 
Iapprehend that when this last issue comes to be 
presented—if gentlemen should allow it to be pre- 
sented to the American people—it will be found 
that the great body of that people is in favor of a 
just, honorable, and peaceful arrangement. [know 
that it has been said, here and elsewhere, that we 
must go to war, and fight before we give up one 
inch of Oregon. I appreciate very highly that 


| patriotic ardor which impels certain of our ora- 


tors to proud assertions of national rights, though 
their limits should run into the misty regions of 
doubt and uncertainty. If they are in error, they 
are pardonable, because consecrated by the genius 
of freedom. Their rashness—if they be rash—is 
captivating, because it is the heated outburst of 
devotion to their country. ‘Their boldest flights 


| of daring oratory are stimulated, because they 
have stretched the question beyond its legitimate 


limits, and made the giving of the notice the test 
of national honor and national courage. I am my- 


| self favorable to the notice, and pall sustain it as 


a measure peaceful, necéssary, and proper. I am 
myself favorable to an honorable negotiation—an 
honorable treaty, if such a one can be made. It 
is on this latter point that almost the only differ- 
ence—at least, the largest difference—of opinion 
exists in the minds of the American Coneress. 
The blending of these questions has produced this 
difficulty, otherwise there would be generally una- 
nimity in concurring with the recommendation of 
the Executive. Such errors are pardonable, be- 


| cause they are consecrated by the dictates of feel- 


ing—because they are the sparkling spray, cast 


/ onward by the rushing waves of honor and pa- 
| triotism. When called upon, I shall also be pre- 


pared to make the best argument in my power 
favorable to our claim; but when I make that ar- 
gument, will I not be compelled to admit that grave 
questions of international law are inyolved in the 
discussion, and that while I put my own construc- 
tion on them, honorable und patriotic men may 
differ from me as td the settled doctrines existing 
between nations? While I make up my own ar- 
gument in favor of our claims, will I not be com- 


| pelled to admit that many of the facts involved are 


contradictory? And while I feel the weight of 
testimony to be on our side, still that there is tes- 


| timony on the other side, which the opposite party 
ils value—represented it as a territory unproductive |) 


may not be so willing to yield, as weak and im- 


_ becile. The honorable Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
| HANNEGAN] has made an able and eloquent speech, 


and in it he took occasion to insinuate that the 
South was not so much for Oregon as they had 
heen for Texas. I am not disposed to turn the 


tables, and say that some gentlemen were not so , 


much for Texas as they are for Oregon. 
Mr. HANNEGAN. Will the Senator allow 


me to say one word? The time has now come 


| when I should give the reason why I was not so 


much for Texas. Both Texas and Oregon were 
united in the Baltimore convention. But I dread- 
ed—if Texas went first—I dreaded Punic faith. 
Yes, Punic faith. 
Mr. COLQUITT. 


I feel very much indebted 


| to the honorable gentleman for his explanation. 


He is an able statesman. But it happens that 
his reluctance to act was before the Baltimore con- 
vention. I do not wish, however, to bandy words. 
I was very much pleased with the argument of 
the gentleman, but I do not like to bandy words 
with the honorable Senator. The honorable Sen- 
ator, in his very able speech, relied on the discov- 
ery by Spain, and assumed it as a fact undoubt- 
ed that the discovery alone, without having been 
followed by settlement and occupancy, was a suf- 
ficient foundation for title. But this question 
arises—is that a settled doctrine of national law? 
The Senator argues that it is. Another question 
arises: If a discovery is a sufficient foundation for 
title, must that discovery be made under the sanc- 
tion of a Government, or will it be still sufficient, 


‘| though made merely in the prosecution of indi- 


tate? But divide these issues, and we can all go_ 


for the notice as an unquestionable right—a right 


at is necessary—a right that can be peacefully |! favor of the American side, yet I 


| 
| 
} 


vidual enterprise? These are questions, and there 
are others also in this controversy, which, al- 
though my whole feelings and judgment are in 
must admit, as 
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an honest man and a statesman, are yet unsettled. 
I am compelled to admit, and it seems to me that 
every honorable Senator must admit, that these 
delicate and important questions have not been so 
well settled as no longer to remain open to debate. 
Again, when a settlement is made, what must be 
its character in order to benefit the country from 
which the settlers come? Is not that a grave ques- 
tion also involved? Is it settled? Is it fixed? Is 
it debatable? Again: how far from the locality 
where settlement is made will an unquestionable 
utle extend? Is not that also a debatable ques- 


tion? Is it not likewise involved in this contro- 
versy? And again, I say, while my own feelings 


are favorable to the decision made by our Secreta- 
ry of State, and the argument urged yesterday by 
the honorable Senator from Indiana—whilst these 
are my Own convictions—I am compelled to admit 
that these are grave questions of international law, 
and facts, too, are involved in this matter on which 
honest men may well diiler before settling down 
into conviction. I would not make these re- 
marks—I would not have felt nyself’ called upon 
to do so—but from the character which the debate 
has assumed. It has been assumed that, by the 
law of nations, the Spanish tite gives us 54° 4u'; 
that discovery is of itself sufficient to give a tte 
against all the balance of the world. Well, I have 
felt myself called upon to make some remarks 
upon that view of the question; and I will now 
proceed to make another remark, and will ofler 
some observations to strengthen it. No matter how 
strong my convictions may be with regard to the 
validity of our tide, Lam too well acquainted with 
the structure of the human mind not to know that 
my own individual feelings and wishes may have 
some influence on my judgment. I am too well 
acquainted with the feelings which sway the hu- 
man heart, not to admit that the feelings and 
wishes of the people of the country in which IL live 
may likewise have some influence on my judg- 
ment. There is no arbiter to whom we can 
submit—to whom we are willing to submit—in 
whose impartial judgment we are willing to confide. 
How, then, stands the case? Great Britain and 
the people of the United States put forth their 
claims, each in his own case, and each occupying 
the situation of his own advocate and judge. And 
does not everybody see that each putting his own 
construction upon international law, and upon facts, 
and persisting in it, there is but one mode of set- 
tlement, and that will be by the sword? Arbitra- 
tion is out of the question. We cannot find an 
arbitator in whom we can confide. We claim the 
whole—unquestionable, indisputable right to the 
whole country. We know that in individual cases, 
where there is no arbiter or tribunal set up to de- 
termine the matter in controversy between two 
private individuals anywhere, that the man that 
refuses to compromise—insisting upon the whole 
extent of his claim—who claims judgment for him- 
self—determining for himself the extent of his 
rights,—I say that man gains the character, or may 
gain the character, of obstinate courage, but inevit- 
ably loses the prouder characteristic of wisdom, 
justice, and moderation. Now, I have always 
thought that since the discovery of America the 
best settled doctrine, though controverted, was, 
that discovery was a suflicient foundation for title; 
but where discovery was followed by possession, 
I presume there can be no dispute. All Europe 
making discoveries there, recognised in the natives 
the right of occupancy; but the discoverer alone 
had the right of making terms with the natives, 
either by conquest or purchase; nobody else could 
interfere. The discoverer had this right, but held 
it subject to the native right of occupancy. But I 
say that if you recognise the right of the natives 
to occupancy, settlement could not be complete so 
long as that occupancy continued. ‘The grant was 
good, and you permit me to hold as long as you 
choose; while the native remains there, you respect 
his right of occupancy, but the discoverer still has, 
in my construction of the law, the mght at any 
time, by conquest or purchase, to carry out and 
perfect his title. Thathas been my position on that 
subject. I had thought that that was more or less 
acquiesced in according to the usages of European 
nations. I know very well that there hxve been 
some exceptions to this, but as a general rule I be- 
lieve that this is correct. I think that the British 


minister did well in relying on the rights conferred 
on the British Government by the Nootka Sound 
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abrogated by the war of 1796, as I am inclined to 
think it was, is another question, for, in general, 
treaties are not, ipso facto, made void by war—es- 
pecially such as make stipulations for territorial 
rights are not abrogated by war, but revive again 
on the return of peace, unless some stipulations of 
an after treaty be repugnant to it, 

Some contend that, before the treaty of Nootka 
Sound, the British had as much right north of the 
Spanish settlement at Nootka as the latter had. 

jut [am willing to agree with the Secretary of 
Siate in regarding it as a commercial treaty, con- 
ferring commercial privileges; and in that view, I 
aim not prepared to insist that the war of 1796 did, 
or did not, abrogate it. But, sir, another view 
was presented by the Senator yesterday. Sup- 
pose it was not abrogated, and that some rights or 
privileges remained not destroyed by the war—such 
as the right of fishing, of settling, or carrying on 
commerce, of navivation: now that they did ae 

qiure these rights is true; of their value to them 
they are the best judges; for, not only in the de- 
bates of the British Parliament, but in the speech 
of the King himself, he refers to the subject, and 
calls attention to the ease of the two British ves- 
sels which by a Spanish man-of- 
war, their cargoes taken possession of, and their 
crews brought prisoners into a Spanish port. 
What did they demind? They demanded satis- 
faction for the violence committed; they demanded 
reparation for the injury sustained; and when 
they did so, the Spanish Government replied, 
** We have alrendy done so. Your vessel and 
property have been restored; and the Viceroy of 
Mexico only did the act under the impression that 
you had made an infraction of Spanish rights.” 
On the 2d of November, in the same year, we 
find, from the debates in the British Parliament. 
that there was another communication from his 
Majesty to: the Tlouse of Commons, in which he 
states, in alluding to the above case, that the only 
object he had was satisfaction for the violence 
committed at Nootka, and without saying any- 
thing of sovereignty or jurisdiction, but merely as 
to their commercial rights, and the right of fishine 
and trading on the coast. That was in Novem- 
ber; and in December the House of Commons 
vo'el him their thanks for what he did. What 
did they say? That they had acquired anything 
in soil or territory? Not at all; but, after present- 
ing their thanks to the King for preserving the 
peace and effecting the treaty, they speak of hav- 
ing secured to his subjects the right of settling and 
trading, which were the objects sought. In Par- 
liament, the ministers of the crown said they had 
made a great acquisition; that they acquired rights 
they never had before. He held that the policy 
was long since exploded of taking entire posses- 
sion of a country by putting down a cross, or put- 
ting up a standard in the king’s name; that he 
had a right to fish in every sea, and trade on the 
coast; and that the doctrine of title from the Pope’s 
pretended power of ratifying a first discovery, was 
entirely exploded. This was his view of the ques- 
tion. Mr. Pitt, whose speech has heen referred 
to, also declared in Parliament, that he looked on 
this concession as almost in the light of a con- 
quest. They had acquired, under the Nootka 
Sound convention, rights which they had not he- 
fore possessed. I have referred to his speeches, 
and those of members of Parliament, to show 
they did not acquire any territorial right by the 
treaty, although they frequently put up a claim of 
title under it, while the language of the Spanish 
Minister was in direct opposition to this claim. I 
refer to the language of the Minister, to show that 
the question of sovereighty was not established. 

Another remark, although it may not have much 
weight with some. At the time the Pope made 
the grant to Ferdinand, of America, after its dis- 
covery by Columbus, not one of the nations of 
Europe but acknowledged the sufficiency of such 
atitle. The power of the Sovereign Pontiff was 
acknowledged over all Christendom. 
reign but was ready to hold his lands, and pros- 
trate himself on his knees, and receive his crown 
at the hands of the Pontiff. They held them so. 
At last this question arose, “Can the operation 
of a law be valid a hundred years after it has 
ceased to be acknowledged?”’ All Europe—dukes, 
en emperors, and among the rest the kings of 

“ngland—stooped to the Pontiff to receive their 
crowns at his hands; and it was not until 1493 that 
a solitary exception or dispute arose about it. It 
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Not a sove- | 


| is the reason why England had, up to that time, 


that to be indisputable which even then was in dis- |, ability to fight. 


just to myself nor to my God. 
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was not until the reformation of Luther, which || 
happened nearly one hundred years after the grant | 
of this continent was made, and which grant all | 
Christendom acknowledged to be valid, that the 
power of the Pope began to decline. The first 
time it was disputed on this continent was when 
the Spanish Minister complained to the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain of certain depredations com- |) 
mitted by Sir Francis Drake. Queen Elizabeth | 
says, in reply: “If you have been robbed of any- 
‘thing, it shall be restored; but I deny any claim 
‘which Spain has set up to any territory in Amer- 
‘ica under a gift of the Pope of Rome.”’ This is 
the first time when the voice of any Christian po- 
fentate was raised against the authority of the 
Roman Pontiff. This universally acknowledged 
authority of the Pope, previous to the Reformation, 


put forward no claim to territory on the northwest 
coast, | 
The probable cause of the treaty between Spain || 
and England, as is held by the Secretary of State, | 
was about the right of navigation, &e. The ques- 
tion now arises, Was the Nootka Sound treaty de- 
stroyed by the war of 1796? If not, we must ad- 
mit there is an encumbrance on our title. We 
must admit that, to say the least of it; for if that 
treaty be still in existence, they did obtain the con- 
current right to fish, settle, and trade, on the north- 
west coast of America. Well, I am willing to say, 
with our Secretary of State, that it was a treaty 
such as might be abrogated by the war of 1796; 
but I certainly will pause before I go so far as to 
say it isatreaty so clearly abrogated as to pre- 
vent all negotiation. I will not make so bold an 
assertion. After the war of 1796, Great Britain 
continued to exercise those rights and privileges 
there. From the year 1806 onward, they were | 
continually making settlements, fishing, and car- 
rying on the navigation of the coast; and so they 
continued long before the treaty of 1814 could have || 
reached the British Minister, telling him of the re- | 
newal of that of 1796. We find them constantly 
exercising these rights afterwards. | 
On the face of all this, then, although I concur 
with those who say our claims are best, I feel some 
diffidence in saying that the Nootka Sound treaty | 
was abrogated by the war. So far as this Gov- 
ernment is concerned, it had some claim before | 
the cession of the territory by Spain. But all | 
[Task is this, that be they what they may, in our || 
own opinions now, considering our own conduct | 
in relation to its occupancy by others—considering 
all the circumstances of the case—while our Gov- | 
ernment is prepared to assert its just rights, let it || 
be ready to treat the just claims of others with 
some respect, instead of kicking people out of Ore- | 
con, without negotiation. Are we to say, in the 
face of the world, that we don’t want to fight about | 
it, that we don’t want to negotiate? Are we to SAY, | 
in the same breath, that we don’t want a war, but 
that we must have the whole territory? Great 
Britain was there a great many years before we 
were there. We bought our title to it at atime 
when Great Britain was there in possession, and | 
exercising rights with our knowledge. With our 
knowledge? Yes, with our consent and approba- | 
tion. Is that no encumbrance? In view of these | 
facts, I feel, sir, that if I rejected negotiation, if I 
claimed the whole up to 54° 40', I would not be 
} I cannot do it. 
But probably there will be some difficulty in set- | 
tling the boundary. Can any man say that a 
thing is indisputable that has been in dispute for 
years? Surely, when our statesmen say that our || 
title is indisputable, they do not mean that it is ab- 
solutely so; they have 00 much common sense 
for that. To suppose that, having got over all the | 
difficulties of international law—having expounded 
it to his own satisfaction—having weighed the facts 
of the case, the President would then pronounce 
our title indisputable, while he himself had nego- 
tiated on the subject, knowing it had been in dis- 
pute for years! Such a supposition is extrava- 
gant. No, sir; in saying our title is indisputable, 
the Secretary of State only pronounces his own 
judgment, but declares his convictions of the clear- | 
ness of our title over that of our adversaries. I 
will go that length with him; I am as ready to ex- 
press my conviction of the superiority of our title 
as any one; but I would pause before affirming 


I do not want to be put in that position be- | 


pute. n 
If our title to 54° 40’ is so clear 


fore the world. 








vee 
| declare their own convictions. I have been charged 
| with inconsistency, by some warm friends of the 


| putable? 
_ expounder of the law of nations, and at once bound 
| over all the difficulties of the case; but if it hap- 
| pened that, upon appealing to the world, our inter- 


| a mere begging of the question. 


| here and elsewhere on this question. i 
| in favor of the line of 54° 40’; yet, I am compelle 
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that there is no question about it, I hold that those 
who think so ought to go for it, and take no less 
But I do not think that was what had been said |yy 


‘2 I d by 
the eee of State, or others, in pronounei 
| 


ng it 
e. In doing s0, they only meant to 


President, for saying so; but I say, no matter how 
strong my Own convictions are as to the superiority 
of our title, I cannot say it is unquestionable in the 
fullest sense of the term. The Senator from [y. 
diana, much more ably than I could, by a lone 
course of argument, sought to prove that the title 
by discovery is good. Now, with him, I ain wij. 
ling to say it is; but I must stop to ask, is it indis. 

? Imight set myself up as an infallible 


pretation of international law should be disputed— 
that, notwithstanding the strength of the convic- 
tions of the Senator and myself, we were passed 


| over—what would it matter how we regarded our 


title? To put my own construction upon inter. 
national law is very natural, but to insist upon it, 
and act accordingly in the present case, would be 
to force my construction of international law upon 
the whole world. 

It is, I repeat it, but a strong expression of his 


| own conviction with regard to the validity of our 


claims. He does not mean to assert that there 
cannot be any dispute at all upon the subject—for, 
immediately after writing this sentence, he turned 


about and went to negotiating about our title. | 


would not write it down, however strong my per- 


| suasion of the rectitude of our claims, that there 


was and could be no dispute or question about 
them. And I should not hold them my friends 
who, if I did, should hold me to the words, and 
insist upon all consequences which they could be 
made to draw afterthem. That was not * back- 
ing one’s friends,”’ to put the President into a 
corner, and say to him, ‘“ Now, sir, you are ina 
narrow place; you have said that our title is clear; 
that there can be no question started about it; we 
therefore consider the whole matter settled; we 
hold that the line has virtually been run; and we 


| mean forthwith to go and take Oregon up to that 


9 


line. The President never intended his state- 


ment to be so taken. 


But the warm friends of the President here will 
charge me, if I say this, with not standing up to the 
President—with not supporting and upholding the 
Chief Magistrate of my country. But on a ques- 
tion of title, no matter how strong my own convic- 
tion may be, until the principles of national law 
shall be more firmly settled—though the Senator 
from Indiana has far more knowledge of the queg- 
tion, and has, or at least thinks he has, far more 
heart in it than I,—I imagine it will count but litle 
for him or me either to rise here in his place and 
to say before the world our title is unquestionable. 
When the world shall fix upon the Senator and 
myself as infallible expounders of the law of na- 
tions, and shall degree that our edict shall stand as 
final and definitive, beyond which no monarch or 
nation shall proceed without an appeal to the 
sword, then our opinions will be of great weight 


in the matter. But I greatly fear that Europe, in 
looking for those great and comprehensive minds, 


to whose arbitrament all must bow, may pass us 
by, no matter how strenuously and how loudly we 
may cry out our title is clear—our title is unques- 
tionable. I fear that the world may not on that 
account be disposed to put it down so. All this is 
I am deciding in 
my own cause. It is natural that I should decide 
in my own favor. But I am not willing to say, I 
am so independent and so mighty, and so irresistl- 
ble, that all the Powers of Europe must bow to my 
decision. me 

Mr. President, I have said these things in con- 


sequence of the speeches which have been made 
I am myseit 


as a man, as a Christian, and as a statesman, t0 
admit that both the points in the laws of nations 
and many of the facts on which we rest in support 
of our title, are subjects open to debate. 

Let us see how we stand. The first chapter read 
to us by the honorable Senator had respect to our 
I cannot equal the eloquent gen- 
_tleman from Indiana. I make no pretensions to it; 
' T cannot draw such a picture of ournational streng‘h 
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se and greatness as he did. Notatall. Butl agree | 
“4 toevery word he said. I wish the honorable n- | 
by ator to consider me as just behind him. Yes, sir, | 
rit let him remember that in all that, [ am close to his 
to pack. But, allowing al] he said to be true, and let 
- us be ever so strong and ever so able to fight, that 
ce will not settle the question of national law. We 
me may be able to get the land, but that will not prove 
ty we haveatitletoit. If we go to fighting, I am | 
he inclined to think that—may-be—we should conquer. 
ine Perhaps we might. If it comes toa fight I believe 
- strongly in the West; but then I would have the 
tle Senator remember there are others in the country 
“il who ean fizht besides the men of the West. But 
is stil], Lown, I have more reliance on the West. Sir, 
ble Iamgame. [A laugh.] I always did love a game- 
nd fowl and a blooded horse. But the chapter read to 
\p- us by the Senator reads handsomely—very hand- 
er- somely. It shows that great mistakes have been 
a made about our national ability. The Senator-goes 
ice back to the days of the Revolution, and reminds 
sed us of a great many bloody battles that were fought 
yur in those days; and then, in the last war, too, he 
ere tells us our Navy was so triumphant; and $0 it was, | 
it, and we have been sounding and singing its praises | 
be ever since, and celebrating its triumphs, especially } 
on on every 4th of July, and will do it again, that’s | 
more. | 
his But let us look a little at another chapter, a chap- |; 
ur ter which respects our honor, moderation, and pru- 
ere dence. sal ? 1] 
or, In 1790 the British were making settlements by 
red their Hudson Bay Company on our northwest 
I coast, and in her treaty with Spain it was acknow]- | 
er- edged that she had rightsof some sort in that coun- | 
ere try; and from 1790 to 1818 she had been carrying on | 
out her trade and navigation along the coast. (This 
ids chapter, remember, is about our honor, and jus- 
ind tice, and moderation—not about fighting at all. 
be Everybody knows we cannot be whipped by all 
rke creation; every one knows that; that is settled.) 
ya Vell, sir, in 1818 we made a treaty with Great 
na Britain, and in that treaty we acknowledged that 
ar; Britain had some rights in Oregon. In 1819 we 
we purchased the Spanish title, and let the British hold 
we on. Again, in 1826 we made another treaty, and 
we bought the title of France, and still we let the Brit- 
hat ish hold on. And why? Do not tell me that our | 
ute- futhers were afraid ; that will notdo. What! The | 
boys of those men who signed the Declaration of 
vill Independence—the sons of our revolutionary sire¢ 
the not willing to fight! But did they negotiate? Did 
the they treat? Yes; they allowed that Great Britain 
\€8- had some rights on the northwest coast; and now 
vic we are trying to get rid of that acknowledgment. 
law Sir, we are fur more patriotic than.our sires. We 
itor feel the patriotic blood rushing through our hearts 
ieg- with a vehement fury to which they were quite 
ore strangers. We look down on them with pity, if | 
ittle not contempt, and say they had unpatriotic hearts || 
and and cowardly nerves. Suir, this chapter will not 
ble. read quite so well. 
and Let us see a little further. We have bought an | 
na- outstanding title, but there is an encumbrance upon | 
d as it, and we must respect it. 
h or But what is the next chapter? We have had 
the one upon honor, We have more willingness to 
ight fight than our fathers had. Weare more disposed 
>, in to whip all strangers off our borders than they. 
nds, We are keen to wade into a war toa degree they 
sus never could pretend to. I belong myself to the 
y we peace establishment, most decidedly. Yet at home, 
ues- 


most of those who know me, «know pretty well 
that that I can stand up for my rights; that I do not like 


is is to have my toes trodden on. Yet, I am against all 
ig in vapormg beforehand. I always, when I was a. 
cide boy, despised those of my schoolfellows who were || 
yy I always making boasting and ranting speeches with | 
sisti- a view to get up quarrels between other boys. “ 
) my _ But what is the next chapter? In 1846, we pub- | 
lish to the American people that we have got here | 
con- now a most wise and patriotic President and Con- | 
nade gress, who ** know their rights, and dare maintain 
yself them.’? Before now, all our Presidents and Con- 
elled gresses were mere dolts and boobies in compari- || 
n, to son. But now, in both halls of Congress, we have | 
tions men truer than steel, who are willing, ready, ay, | 
pport sir, and anxious and panting, to beard the British | 
lion. And what do the ople say? What do 
‘read they think, while we are here so hot for a ficht? 
> our Why, gir, they remember that, some eight years 
gen- or more ago, we had a man—an old man—at the 
to it; head of the Government, whose heart never quailed 
ength at the thought. of danger—a man of iron will and . 
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iron nerve. They cannot be made to believe he 
was acoward. And did he negotiate? Did he 
use any means for a peaceful settlement of this 
question? I pass by all other names, and I come 
to the name of Andrew Jackson. And I say that 
the whole American heart throughout this land 
will say, there must have been some great difficulty 
in the way, or the Hero of the Hermitage would 
not have negotiated about the matter. He was 
not afraid of Great Britain; he met them with no 
fortification but a few cotton bags, and drove them 
from our soil. We cannot believe the charm of 
British superiority awed his soul. But we now 
publish to the world that we are more patriotic 
than our predecessors, 

No: I go for our title, and will support it as far 
as I can; but I must admit that it is a question 
which admits of controversy, or we should never 
have entered into a controversy about it. And I 
am willing to leave the question to that depart- 
ment of the Government to which the adjustment 
of such questions belongs, and not drive away all 

| possibility of negotiating it, by relaxing the nerves 
of the department and disheartening all its efforts. 

I sustain the President in his course; and I will 
give my reasons for honoring him in what he has 
| recommended. While I might say that he is ready 
to meet death on the pale horse, and ride down 
| England and trample her as dust under his feet, I 
will say that I have confidence in the Executive. 
We have had many speeches made here—and for 
what? To tell us and tell the world about the 
great West, and the great South, and the great 
North; and how chivalrous they are; and how 
resolved they are never to yield an inch to the 
world in arms; all to cheat the President into the 
belief that the time for negotiating on this question 
of Oregon is gone by. This, in my opinion, is a 
class of speeches that do not become us. I say, 
on the contrary, that the greater the disposition 
exhibited by the President to settle this question, 
in an honorable manner, the more will he win for 
himself the affectionate gratitude of the wise and 
virtuous and Christian portion of the American 
people. 

IT am for the notice. I do not believe, while 
this convention continues, that Great Britain will 
ever be willing to terminate this question of joint 
occupancy of the territory. Why should she? 


| She has got all she asks under the treaty solemnly | 


| euarantied to her. What interest can she possibly 


have in settling it?) Is there anything to dispose 
| her to do so? She has got all she wants—joint 
| oceupancy and joint privileges. It will be wise 
| that the question shall be settled at once. 

But we are told that if it is just and right to give 
this notice, then the peace men in both Houses 
| have got themselves into a false position. For 
they say that giving the notice will stop all avenues 


haughty, and that the notice will give her such 
mortal offence that she will refuse to negotiate at 
i all. If she is so whimsical, so fastidious as all 
that, Iam not for indulging he*humors. But I 
do not believe any such thing. To give the notice 
is one of the rights reserved to either party in the 
convention itself. Ifthe exercise of our undoubt- 
ed right causes her to take offence, I am not one 
to consult her whims. But I do not think that 


to negotiation; that Great Britain is proud and | 


| that sagacious Government will act like the invalid | 


could not take anything upon it at all, and could 
not retain even that. 


hence? Supposing that by delay we should re- 
| main without war for ten or twenty years, still will 


and the same indisposition towards the evils of 
war that we have? Why should notice be given 
any more then than now? And would they settle 
the question any better than we can? They say 





plied in Oregon. Well, and what then? Will that 
settle a question of right?—a question of title? Sup- 
pose we can out-settle and out-populate the Eng- 
lish in Oregon ten to one: Will that abrogate a 
national right? Will not the question remain stil! 
untouched? Does the honorable Senator believe, 
can he think so of his own Government, as to sup- 
_ pose that because we shall then be strong we will 


| exact that which now we dare not demand? Sure- 
‘ly not. No, sir, no; not if we should have a fam- 


whose stomach was so much out of order that he | 


But, granting that war should be the result of || 
the notice, shall we be any better off ten years | 


yes; because then our population will have multi- | 


|| war. 


ily settled on every twenty acres in Oregon. The 
question will be then just where it is now. 

It is said that, if we give this notice, at the end 
of twelve months, if the question shall not be set- 
ued, there will be war. Well, sir, it is not un- 
likely; but that does noi seare me. If every hon- 
orable means of settling this controversy in a peace- 
ful manner shall have been tried in vain; if Great 
Britain shall be unjust and exacting in her demands, 
because she is resolved there shail be war—I say, 
letitcome. ButIdo not believe that such will be 
the case, I do not believe that she is any more 
anxious for a war than we are. I believe that an 
Englishman looks upon a field of blood and slaugh- 
ter Just as we look at it; and, with her enormous 
debt, her grumbling population, her heavy taxes, 
and vast expenditures, she is quite as unwilling to 
enter On an unnecessary contest as we can be. 
While a war will be to us disastrous, highly so, to 
her it will be ruinous. Her manufacture s require 
peace; her commerce requires peace. Her bond- 
holders must become bankrupt, her social order 
disturbed, if war should be forced upon her. In 
every avenue her interests must suffer, and suffer 
deeply, and she knows it. 

But I object to the doctrine that we must fight 
any how, and there must be no negotiation. It is 
true that, if we give notice, at the end of twelve 
months there may be war. But are not twelve 
months a long enough time to settle this question? 
I should say, if we cannot settle it in twelve 
months, we cannot in twelve years. It is ample 
time; and if negotiators cannot settle it in that ume, 
we will settle it for ourselves. Before then, I ad- 
mit there will probably be some controversy—and 
we have no arbitrator; but I do not fear the result 
if we honorably negotiate. Britain cannot desire 
a war with us. It is impossible. She may be 
forced into it, or ambition may lead her into it, or 
she may be taunted and provoked into it. Put her 
manufacturers cannot do without what we can sup- 
ply. To cut off the importation of our cotton could 
not but be very ruinous to that vast interest. 

I confess that I felt my heart beat in unison with 
the honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. Auten] in 
much that he said to the Senate, when he talked to 
| usabout the outrages of monarchical power in Eu- 

rope. I felt my breast throb with the impulse to 
rebuke those proud and oppressive Powers who 
would draw their strangling arms around the 
awakening energies of freedom throughout the 
world. [ felt in my inmost heart that the Sena- 
tor’s language was American in its spirit; and | am 
an American. When I behold those Powers uni- 
tine to erect their bastions on our southern flank, 
and securing greatcommercial points—such as may 
ceive them the command of the whole coast of the 
southern continent—my heart beats high in my 
bosom with the indignant spivit of a native of Ame- 
rica; and I cannot but wish that all who inhabit 


‘, this continent should know and understand that 


there are hearts here which can vibrate im sympa- 
thy with their own in every effort to resist oppres- 
sion. But while I have all these feelings in the 
| strongest degree, and I feel ready to bid England 
| an open defiance if she attempts to touch my coun- 
trv’s rights, honor forbids that when I am my own 
advocate and my own judge, I should treat the 
claims of others against me with disrespect. Hon- 
or, sir, our honor forbids it. And if we act on 
any other principle, or in any other spirit, no part 
of Christendom will hold us justified. , 
But the only question legitimately before us is 
the question of notice to Great Britain. That 
alone should have been discussed here; and if I 
| have been drawn into remarks not strictly apply- 


|| ing to that question, it has been by witnessing what 
| not the notice be war? And do you not suppose ! 
that our posterity will have the same love of peace | 


seeffs to me to be a systematic effort to produce an 
impression throughout this land that the question 
| of title to 54° 40’ is a settled question; that the 
| Government has drawn that line, and resolved not 
‘to give up a pebble or a sand on this side of it. I 
| have intended a part of my speech specially to re- 
buke that endeavor. I fall out with none, how- 
ever, who happen to differ from me in opimion 
| merely on the question of title. é f 

| I go for notice, with or without modification: 
| but, in consequence of the character of the debate, 
I want to be put right upon the record. I go for 


|| honorable negotiation; and I will not follow those 


| who would breathe in this notice the language of 
The notice in itself is not a warlike meas- 
| ure, and could not be so understood were it not 
' from its connexion with the debate which precedes 
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it. I like very much the preamble of the resolu- 
tions rnoved by the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tacky, [Mr. Critrenven.] I do not like so well 
his resolution giving discretion to the President to 
give the notice, but fettered by what he says in re- 
lation to time, Could that feature be changed I am 
ready to go for the resolution. And I will go fur- 
ther. Nothwithstanding the imputation to which 
I may expose myself of having a weak head and 
an unpatriotic heart, I will add an amendment, de- 
claring an earnest desire that the controversy may 
be setiled by negotiation, so as to preserve the 
peace of both nations. There would be no neces- 
sity for such an addition, were it not for the dis- 
cussions which have taken place, and for the lan- 
guage in which certain fiery spirits among us have 
induleed. When the President and Congress shall 
liave shown to the reflecting and virtuous portion 
of the country that they have exhausted all hon- 
orable and proper means to settle the controversy, 
if war shall come, it will find thousands of swords 
drawn by an incensed people, ready to light the 
Administration throuch all the darkness and the 
horrors of war. 

Mr. DEX obtained the floor. 

Mr. HAYWOOD moved that the Senate go into 
E.xecutive business; but the motion did not pre- 
vail: and thereupon . 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Turspay, February 17, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday was read in part, and 
(the further reading having been dispensed with) 
wag approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the following as the 
members ¢ omposing the select committee vester- 
day ordered to be appointed on the subject of re- 
trenchment of the expenditures of the War Depart- 
ment and the pay of the army: 

Messrs. J. A. Biackx, Cuttom, McDowe 1, 
Barnincer, Huncerrorp, C. B. Smita, Wuire, 
J. Davis, Seppon. 

The SPEAKER announced that the business 
first in order would be the call of the committees 
for reports. 

Mr. BAKER, on leave given, introduced a me- 
morial from the Legislature of Illinois: which was 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call for re- 
ports from committees, 

Mr. S. JONES, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill to 
amend the judiciary system of the United States; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

_ Mr. M. L. MARTIN gave notice of a motion, 
by leave, to introduce bills of the following titles, 
viz: 

A bill to confirm certain land sales in the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, and for other purposes. 

A bill to lay off certain towns on the public lands 
in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made“adverse reports upon the petitions 
of William Mathias and citizens of the State of 
Ohio; for the payment of claims on the Ottowa 
Indians;"which report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. BIGGS, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report upon the claim of Clemens, Bryan, 
& Co.; which was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be discharged from the consideration of 
the claim of Elijah W. Brown, and that it be laid 
upon the table. 


On motion of Mr. J., 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be discharged from the consideration of 
the petition of Clarinda Mix, widow of Amos 
Mix, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. ST. JOHN, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be discharged from the consideration of 
the petition of Hayne M. Solomon, and that it be 
laid upon the table. 


Mr. CLARKE, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made an adverse report upon 
the setition of Susan Campbell; which report was 
laid upon the table. 


Mr. YANCEY, from the Committee on Private | 





which was read twice and committed, 

Mr. RELFE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to direct the 
President of the United States to sell the reserved 
mineral lands in the State of Illinois, and in the 
Territories of Iowa and Wisconsin, supposed to 
contain lead ore, reported an amendatory bill, ac- 
companied by a report in writing; 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House. ‘ 


Mr. BUFFINGTON, from the Committeé on 
the Judiciary, made an adverse report upon the 
case of Joseph De la Francia; which was laid upon 
the table. 


On motion of Mr. MILTON BROWN, t 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be discharged from the consideration of the petition | 
of Benjamin Balch and associates, for the incor- | 
poration of a national life insurance company; and | 
that it be Jaid upon the table. 

Mr. LEAKE, from the same committee, made 


adverse reports upon the petitions of Benjamin 


Sayre, Thomas Jarrett, and 
which were laid upon the table. 
On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, 


R. A. Clements; 
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Land Claims, made a report upon the petition of | Mr. ATKINSON, from the Committee on Rey. 
_ Eli Merrill, accompanied by a bill for his relief; || 











olutionary Pensions, made an adverse report upon 
the petition of William Anglea; which report was 


| laid upon the table. 


On motion of Mr. GOODYEAR, 
Ordered, ‘That the Committee on Invalid Pen. 


| sions be discharged from the consideration of the 


petition of F. B. De Bellevue; and that it be refer. 


_ red to the Committee on the Judiciary, 


Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be | 


discharged from the consideration of the petitions 
of sundry captains of vessels on the Potomac river, | 
oraying that the draw in the Potomac river may | 
e opened for the passage of their vessels; and | 
that it be referred to the Committe for the District 
of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be discharged from the consideration of the peti- | 
tion of citizens of Edgar county, Illinois, for a 
section of land for schools; and that it be laid 

upon the table. 


Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, || 


made an adverse report upon the petition of Pa- 
cifieus Ord; which was laid upon the table. 
Mr. GORDON, from the same committee, made 


adverse reports upon the petitions of George E. | 
Graves, Joseph T. Atchinson, of the administra- 


tors of Colonel John Anderson, and of James B. 


On motion of Mr. GOODYEAR, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
be discharged from the consideration of the peti- 


{| tion of Edith, widow of John Alexander, and Pat- 
rick Gap; which petitions were laid upon the 
| table. 


On motion of Mr. PRESTON KING, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
be discharged from the consideration of the peti- 
tion of David Hawkins, and that it be laid y 
the table. 


Mr. SEDDON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made adverse reports upon the cases of 
John Dixon, Samuel Coney, Richard Robbing, and 
citizens of the State of Alabama, in favor of allow- 
ing N. A. Penland back pension; which reports 
were laid upon the table. , 


On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be discharged from the consideration of the 
petitions of Lucy Forbes, Mary B. Perry, and 
other heirs of John Donnell and John Hoge, and 
that they be laid upon the table. = 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on Rey- 
olutionary Pensions, made a report upon the pe- 
tition of William Bean, accompanied by a bill for 
his relief; which bill was read twice, and com- 


pon 


|| mitted. 


Mr. SEAMAN, from the same committee, made 
areport upon the petition of Ebenezer Contans, 
accompanied by a bill for his relief; which bill was 
read twice, and committed. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. M. L. 
MARTIN asked, obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill to amend the act entitled ‘‘An act to grant a 
quantity of land to the Territory of Wisconsin, 


for the purpose of aiding in opening a canal to 


Watson, assignee of P. G. Hambaugh; which re- || 


ports were laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. HOGE, 

Ordered, That the same committee be discharged 
from the memorial of B. S. Roberts, and that the 


same be laid upon the table. 


Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, from the same || <a 7 : nal ll 
committee, made an adverse report upon the peti- || scone’? Smenaay Septe: repent wes laid 


tion of Joseph Sawyer; which was laid upon the 
table. 
On motion of Mr. R., 


Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be dis- || 


charged from the consideration of the petition of | 


Samuel Donthes, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Mr. R. SMITH gave. notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce bills of the following titles, viz: 
A bill providing for the publication of the laws 


of the several States and Territories. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Pierre Menard, Antoine Peltice, and Jo- 
seph Placey. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. WENT- 
WORTH asked, obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill to establish the warehousing system; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. HILLIARD gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill to regulate the diplomatic 
service of the United States. 

Mr. RICE gave notice of a motion for leave to 
introduce a bill for the relief of George Jackson 
and others. ; 

Mr. DIXON, from the Committee on the Ju- 


| 
| 


connect the waters of Lake Michigan with those 
of Rock river;’? which bill was read twice, and 
committed, 

Mr. G. DAVIS, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, made an adverse report upon the res- 
olution of the House of the 13th of January last, 
relative to allowing an outfit to the commissioner 


On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be discharged from the consideration of the 
petition of Benjamin I. Porter, and that it be laid 


| upon the table. 


Mr. DODGE said that, not having my resolu- 
tions to introduce, he would ask the indu gence of 
the House to present a memorial from the Council 


| and House of Representatives of the Territory of 
and resolutions of Congress in certain newspapers | 


_ diciary, made an adverse report upon the petition | 


Iowa. It related to the long-contested question of 


boundary between that Territory and the State of 
| Missouri; in reference to which it was known that 


|| there now exists, and had existed for nearly eight 


| years, a most unpleasant state of things, and one 


which certainly called for the speedy interposition 
of Congress. Thre Legislature of lowa, anxious to 
terminate this unhappy controversy, now came for- 


_ward and asked this Government—the Territory 
| being, in strict legal acceptation, a minor—to,pass @ 


- 


law authorizing the Governor of Iowa to accede t0 
the proposition of the authorities of Missouri, 83 
contained in the act of her Legislature, approved 
25th March, 1845, for the commencement and 
speedy determination of such suit as may be ne- 


_ cessary to procure a final dectsion by the Supreme 


of Benjanfin Crawford; which report was laid upon || 


the table. 


Mr. PAYNE, from the select committee to | 
which was referred the case of Alvin C. Goell, i} 
made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill for || 


his relief, and for other purposes; which bill was 
read twice, and committed. 


Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Invalid || 
| Pensions, made adverse reports upon the petitions || 


of Joshua Pittman, Littleton Crabtree, and John || 


Ashton; which reports were laid upon‘ the table. 





Court of the United States upon the true location 
of the northern baundary of Missouri. Mr. D. 
was glad, from the advances which each of the con- 
tending parties had made, that there was now nr 
prospect of an early and amicable decision of the 
matter in dispute; and by a tribunal so august a! 


authoritative as forever to put it at rest. He moved 


that the memorial be referred to the Committee 02 
Territories, from whom he knew that it would re- 
ceive prompt attention, and that it be printed. 
Ordered accordingly. 
Mr. BOYD, adverting to the fact that the State 
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of Mississippi, and the other States following her, || 
had not yesterday been called for resolutions in | 
consequence of the adjournment, moved that the | 
rules of the House be suspended in order to com- 
plete the call. He thought it was only fair that the 
States left uncalled yesterday should have an op- 
jortunity to present resolutions to-day. ; 

The question was taken, and two-thirds voting 
in the affirmative, the rules were suspended. : 

The SPEAKER announced that the pending 
ouestion in this order of business would be, the 
demand for the previous question made yesterday 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. ‘l'nomp- 
son,] On the following resolution: 

Resolved, That in order to secure a more com- 
plete and perfect report of the proceedings and de- 
bates of Congress, the Clerk cause to be fyrnished 
to the regular reporters of the daily papers in this 
city in the House, not to exceed three for each 
paper, one copy of each and every of the docu- 
ments printed by order of this House, with the ex- 
ception of private bills. 

Mr. RHETT inquired of the Chair whether the 
resolution had not been objected to? 

The SPEAKER said objection had been made, || 
but the previous question had been demanded. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON then withdrew the | 
demand for the previous question; and having mod- 
ified his resolution to read as follows, renewed it: 

Resolved, That the reporters of the public papers, 
who have seats assigned them on the floor of the 
House of Representatives by the Speaker, be fur- | 
nished with one copy each of such printed papers, 
pills, and documents as are laid on the desks of the | 
members. 

There was a second. And the main question 
(on the adoption of the resolution) was ordered to 
be now taken. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being ta- 
ken, were yeas 113, nays 53. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the following resolution 
had yesterday been adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary || 
Claims be instructed to inquire whether or not law- || 
office certificate, dated May, 1779, for $400 has || 
been paid or not; and if not, to report a bill for the 
payment of the same to Dr. J. Gilpin, the present | 
owner. | 

After a few suggestions from Messrs. JOHN- || 
SON, FOSTER, CLARKE, (and BOYD, on a | 
point of order,) the vote was reconsidered. 

And the resolution, (having undergone a slight 
modification,) after an ineffectual motion that it be | 
laid on the table, was laid over for debate. 


On motion of Mr. M. L. MARTIN, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Territories in- | 
quire into the expediency of disaffirming and an- | 
nulling every act now in force in either the Terri- 
tories of lowa or Wisconsin, under which individ- | 
uals or companies claim to exercise banking priv- | 
ileges. 
On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs | 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of ma- || 
king some provision for the payment of the claims 
presented against the Pottawatomie, Ottowa, and | 
Chippewa Indians, and allowed by William B. 


Mitchell, late commissioner on the part of the 
United States. 


Mr. R. SMITH offered the following resolution: | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
porting a joint resolution, directing the President 
of the United States to negotiate with Spain for | 
the purchase of the island of Cuba, upon the prin- 
ciples recommended in the proceedings of a public 
meeting of the citizens of thtinois, held at Spring- 
field, the capital of said State; which proceedings 
are herewith presented. 

Which was laid over under the rule. 


On motion of Mr. PHELPS, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads are hereby instructed to inquire 
ate the expediency of establishing a post-routé || 
— Independence, in the State of Missouri, to | 
Sante Fé; and also of establishing a post-route 
rom tndependence to some point on the Columbia 
oes and that said committee report by bill or 
wise, 


Mr. FICKLIN offered the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the House bill making appropria- | 


| tions in money for the Cumberland road for the 


States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, be made the | 


special order of the day for the first Monday in 
March next. 


Which was laid over. 

Mr. PAYNE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be, and 
he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay to 
John Lee the same per diem pay that was allowed 
and paid to him in the 27th Congress, to com- 
mence from the time it was discontinued, he having 
performed the same duties. 

Which was laid over. 

Mr. SEAMAN, on leave, offered the following: 

Resolved, ‘That any member of the Committee of 
Ways and Means having a copy of the bill for 


| raising revenue submitted by the Secretary of the 


Treasury to said committee be authorized to cause 
the same to be printed, or to make it public in any 
manner he may think fit, provided it be not done 
at the public expense. 

Which was laid upon the table. 


On motion of Mr. M. L. MARTIN, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War cause to be 


| transmitted to this House a copy of the report of 
| the survey of Green Bay, in the ‘Territory of Wis- 
/consin, made by Captain Williams of the topo- 
| graphical engineers, and that the same be printed. 


Mr. BROCKENBROUGH offered the follow- 
ing: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the House of 
Representatives, it is desirable to form a postal 
convention with Spain, and the President is re- 
quested, if in his opinion consistent with the pub- 


Which was laid over. 
On motion of Mr. BOWLIN, 
Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 


| to investigate the legality of the several contracts 


now in force for furnishing the Post Office De- 


| partment with blanks, twine, &c.; and also to re- 
| port whether frauds have not been perpetrated in | 
| the supply of blanks by different contractors. 


Mr. M. L. MARTIN, on leave, presented a | 


memorial of the chiefs and sachems of the Indian 
party of the Stockbridge Indians residing in Wis- 
consin, relative to the act of 1842 for the relief of 
the Stockbridge Indians, and for protection from 
the operations of said act; which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


= 


| lic interest, to negotiate such a convention, if prac- | 
| ticable, with all convenient despatch. & 


Mr. BAYLY, on leave, presented a memorial of | 


licensed pilots in the State of Virginia, praying a 


repeal of the act of March, 1837; which was re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. HILLIARD, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the | 
expediency of establishing a mail-route for the | 
transportation of the mail in coaches between the | 
city of Macon, in the State of Georgia, to Mobile, | 


via Eufaula, in the State of Alabama. 
Ow motion of Mr. GENTRY, by leave, 


Resolved, That the engineer-in-chief of the topo- | 
— corps, Col. J. J. Abert, be, and he is | 


ereby, required to transmit to this House such 
reports of surveys of the Tennessee river, as may 


| belong to his bureau, now in manuscript, and that 


the same be printed for the use of this House. 


On motion of Mr. PRICE, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to furnish this House with the number 
of claims which have been filed by Missouri volun- 
teers in the Florida war for horses lost at sea, and 


what number has been allowed and paid, designa- | 


ting the company in which they served; what num- | 


ber of claims have been filed for horses condemned 
and turned over to the Government, and what num- 


ber have been allowed and paid. Also, the num- | 
ber of claims filed for difference in valuation, and | 


what number have been allowed and paid; what 
number (if any) of each class do the return rolls 
show to be entitled to claims whose claims have 
not been presented for pore ew many claims 
of every class have been filed which would be paid, 


were it not that they are cut off by the act of the | 


3d of March last. 


On motion of Mr. YELL, 
Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 


| structed to inquire into the expediency of paying 
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John Phagan for services rendered by him to the 
United States, in assisting to remove the Seminole 
Indians from Florida to the country assigned them 
west of the Mississippi river. 


Mr. BAYLY, on leave given, introduced the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 

uested to communicate to this House how long 
the ships New York and St. Lawrence have been 
upon the stocks, and how much it would cost to 
launch each of said ships; and how many similar 
ships have been built and launched since the build- 
ing of said ships were commenced, and when built. 


On motion of Mr. R. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a post-route from Double Springs, Ala- 
bama, to Montgomery, and another from Double 
Springs to Elyton, Alabama, 

On motion of Mr. CHIPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
inquire into the propriety of establishing a naval 
depot at Grand River harbor, on lake Michigan. 

Mr. McKAY called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL, who was not in his 
seat at the moment his State was called for resolu- 
tions yesterday, asked leave at this me to ofier a 
resolution. 

Ohjection was made. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing Executive communication: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

l herewith transmit a communication from the 

Attorney General relating to a contract entered 


, into by him with Messrs. Little & Brown, for cer- 


tain copies of their proposed edition of the laws 

and treaties of the United States, in pursuance of 

the joint resolution of the 3d of March, 1845. 
JAMES K. POLK. 

Ordered, That the said message be referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Bills from the Senate of the following titles, viz: 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William D. Cheever, deceased; 

An act for the relief of the legal ‘representatives 

| of George Duval, a Cherokee Indian; 

An act to repeal a part of the act entitled “An 
act supplementary to the several laws for the sale 
of the public lands,” approved the 5th of April, 
1832, and for ether purposes; were taken up, read 
twice, and committed. 


The House passed to the regular orders of the 


day. 
When the House adjourned on Thursday last, 


the bill under consideration was-the bill making 
appropriations for the payment of revolutionary 
| and other pensions. 

And the state of the question was this: 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had reported the bill to the House with 
the following amendments: 

And be it further enacted, That no widow claiming a pen- 
sion, whose husband was drawing a pension at the time of 
his decease, shall be required, in any such case, to furnish 
any further evidence that said husband was entitled to a 
pension; nor shall any evidence in any case be required 
to entitle the widow to a pension, when the evidence is in 

| the archives of the Government, other than such proof as 
| would be sufficient to establish the marriage between the 
applicant and the deceased pensioner in civil cases in a 
| court of justice: Provided, That upon a revision of the tes- 
timony in the case of the deceased husband, the Commis- 
sioner be satisfied that the pension was properly granted. 

And be it further enacted, That the fourth section of the 
act entitled ‘* An act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government, for the fiscal year 
ending 30th of June, 1846, and for other purposes,” shall 
not be so construed as to apply to applications for pensions. 

And the question was, ‘‘ Will the House con- 
cur in the said amendments, and order the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading?’ 

On this question the previous question had been 
demanded, and the pending question, therefore, 
was, ** Will the House second the demand for the 
previous question ?”’ 

After some conversation, Mr. GEORGE W. 
JONES, at the request of Mr. McK AY, with- 
drew the demand for the previous question. 

_ Mr. McKAY simply wished to call the atten- 
| tion of the House to the terms of the amendment 
adopted by the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and upon which the House 
were now called to vote. It was much more com- 
| prehensive than he presumed gentlemen supposed 
it to be, not having turned their attention particu- 
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larly to it. This amendment proposed to alter 
the rules of evidence upon which pensions are 
granted; and he thought, if gentlemen would 
particularly attend to the language of it, ay 
would see that the effect of it would be material- 
ly to enlarge the pension laws. It was ** that no 
widow claiming a pension, whose husband was 
drawing a pension,” &c. It was not “any widow 
under the existing law entitled to a pension,” but 
any widow who may present an application for a 
pension; and if the simple fact was established 
that the husband’s name is upon the rolls of the 
Pension Office, then, by the very terms of the 
amendment, the widow is entitled toa pension. He 
believed that was not the object of the honorable 
mover of the amendment; batifso,and if the House 
concurred in the amendment, the effect of it would 
he, to provide that every widow, by simply show- 
ing that the name of her husband is upon the pen- 


sion roll, and establishing the fact of her marriage | 


by such proof as is required in the courts of jus- 
tice, would be entitled to have her application for 
a pension admitted. And to show that he was 
fortified in this construction of the amendment, 
he would read what the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions said, whose duty it would be to execute the 
law, 

Mr. McK, sent up to the Clerk, by whom it was 


read, the followiug communication from the of- | 


ficer named: 
“Pension Orrice, February 13, 1846. 

“Sin: T herewith return the amendment to the appropri 
ation bill for paying revolutionary and other pensions, 

‘<The firet sentence, declaring ‘that no widow claiming a 
pension, whose husband was drawing a pension at the time 
06! his decease, shall be required, in any such case, to fur 
nish any further evidence that.said husband was entitled to 
a pension,’ will oblige the department to place the widow 
of a revolutionary officer or soldier on the pension list, wih- 
out our being able to determine, in many cases, how long 
tee husband served, or wuether he served long enous to 
bring his case within the provisions of the laws providing 
for widows of revolutionary officers and soldiers. Invalid 
soldiers of the Revolution draw pensions, in some cases, 
who never served one month. They are pensioned for 
wounds or other disabilities. There will be another diffi 
cultv in such cases. We shall not know how much to grant 
the widow, the pension being computed according to the 
length of the service. But a still greater difficulty may arise. 
If that part of the amendment be literally construed, all 
widows whose lMisbands may have been pensioned may 
claim pensions. The suceceding member of the sentence 
is hard to be understood. It directs us not to require any 
evidence in any case, ‘to entitle the widow to a pension, 
when the evidence is in the archives of the Government, 
other than such proof as would be sufficient to establish 
the marriage between the applicant and the deceased pen- 
sioner, in civil eases, in a court of justice.’ [fa literal con- 
struction be given to these w rds, they direct us not to re 
quire of a widow any evidence to sustain her claim, if it be 
already in any of the public offices, except proof such as 
world be sufficient to establish the marriage between the 
applicant and the deceased pensioner in civil cases in a 
eourt of justice. We never have required of a claimant to 


furnis: any proof that was known to have been in any of 
the public offices. The first of the sentence would there- 
fore seem to be unnecessary, The second part of it appears 


to be founded on the misapprehension of our rules of evi 
dence. We do not require any proof of the fact of marriage, 
more that a court of justice would deem necessary; but we 
require record proof, when it ean be bad, because it is im- 
portant, in order to a due execution of the revolutionary 
widows’ pension luws, that the marriage should be shown 
to have taken place ata particular period; and record evi- 
dence, in such a case, is most to be relied on, and, in most 
enses,is indispensable in order to a development of the facts 
necessary to be established, 

“The last section of the amendment is easily understood, 
and IT can discover no objection to it whatever. 

‘<T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, J. L. EDWARDS. 


“Hon. J. J. MeKay, 
*Ohairman Oommittee of Waus and Means, 
“ House of Representatives.” 

Mr. G. DAVIS wished to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means if the 
Commissioner of Pensions had volunteered that 
letter, 

Mr. McK AY replied that he had written to him 
to ask what would be his construction of the 
amendment in case it was passed. He (Mr. McK.) 
had had the same views; but he thought it import- 
ant to ascertain, inasmuch as the Commissioner 
would be called upon to execute the law, how he 
understood it. 

The amendment was rather ambiguous in its 
terms, and it was difficult to know what construc- 
tion should be placed upon it. A literal construc- 
tion would inevitably place upon the roll a great 
many widows to whom it was not intended to ap- 
ply. He presumed the amendment was intended 
Not to require very strict proof. Under the exist- 
ing laws, no widow not married before 1794 was 
entitled to a pension; but under this amendment, 
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| if adopted, all widows of pensioners, whether revo- 


| lutionary pensioners or not, would be entitled to 
pensions, 

In regard to oo peeaien that no other evidence 

of marriage should be required than such as would 


| be sufficient to establish the marriage in courts of 


justice, that was the law now. Did not the courts 
of justice require record evidence if it could be 
got? Surely, in all courts in the States the high- 
est evidence was required. If there was no record 
of the marriage, why then they were satisfied with 
inferior evidence. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, said, if gentlemen would 


take the second section of the amendment, and com- | 
pare it with the first section, they would see that |, 
the object of the amendment was plain. Perhaps || 


adouyt might arise as to the strict construction of 
the first clause of the amendment, but (reading the 
first and second clauses) he said that it was re- 
quired that there should be sufficient evidence in 
the department to show that the applicant was the 
widow of a man who was drawing a pension, and 
who was married prior to 1794. , 

But gentlemen were mistaken; and the Commis- 
sioner did not state to the House what he required 
before furnishing a pension. There were many 
gentlemen around him who stated that the Com- 
missioner required other evidence. It was not the 
law that record evidence was required in courts of 
justice, unless it be proved to the court that there is 


record evidence. Record eyidence was the higher | 
evidence; then the evidence of persons present at || 
the marriage; then evidence by reputation—to wit: || 
that the parties had been living together as man and | 
wife. But it was not incumbent on the court to re- | 
quire record evidence, unless such evidence was | 


first proved to exist. The difference between the 


Commissioner and the courts was this: the Com- | 


missioner requires the party to prove that there is 
no record evidence, while the courts did not require 
record evidence, unless such evidence was proved to 
exist; and with the Commissioner the affidavit of 
the party was not sufficient; the evidence of those 


not interested must be brought; he was therefore | 
presuming a fact which the court does not presume. || 
Whenever one party calls upon the opposite party | 


to produce higher: evidence, the court asks him, 

| ** Is that higher evidence in existence ?”? And when 
this is shown, then it is that the party is required 
to produce it. 


One answer to all these objections was this: If 


this is the law already practised upon by the depart- 
ment, this amendment can do no hurt; and the Com- 
missioner of Pensions and the chairman of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means cannot object to it. If 


this was not the law practised upon, as they were 
told, then the amendment was required. So that 
in either case it could do no harm. 

Mr. HAMLIN said the gentleman from Georgia 
had anticipated much of what he intended to say. 
There were, however, one or two suggestions 


which the gentleman did not make, which he trust- | 


ed he might be pardoned in mentioning to the 
House. 


First, in reply to the chairman of the Committee 
of Waysand Means. If that gentleman’s construc- | 


tion was correct, that the Commissioner of Pensions 
might draw from this amendment power and au- 
thority to place the names of certain widows mar- 
ried subsequent, as well as prior to 1794, upon the 
pension list—if that was the proper construction of 


the amendment, he would vote for it for this simple | 


reason. He would ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, by what reason that 
arbitrary limitation as to the time of marriage was 
fixed? By what sort of charm they were to declare 
that the widow of his ancestor married upon the 
last day of the year 1793, was entitled to receive 
the bounties of this Government, while a widow 
married the first day of the succeeding year, was 
entirely cut off, while the services of the second 
husband may have been twice those of the first. 
He did not entirely concur with the gentleman, 
that that was the construction. If it were, he would 
vote for the amendment, if for no other reason. 
Mr. McKAY (Mr. H., yielding for explanation) 
said he had stated that this amendment, if a literal 
construction were placed upon it, would, in his 
OWN Opinion, as well as in the opinion of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, not only abolish what the 
_ gentleman called the arbitrary rule of marriage pri- 
or to 1794, but further, that its necessary conse- 
| quence would be, not only to remove that limitation, 
|| but to place the widows of all officers and soldiers 








'! of the last war, of all who were wounded, or had 


become invalids, upon the pension roll. It was not 
confined to revolutionary officers. Gentlemen 
_ shook their heads; but was there anything in the 
amendment which showed it was confined to rey. 
olutionary officers or soldiers? Not a word, 

Mr. HAMLIN, resuming, said he would not 
himself admit that the construction of the gentle. 
man from North Carolina, and of the Commission. 
|| er of Pensions, was the true and proper one; but 
| he repeated once more, if it was the true one, and if 
_ it went to the precise extent now laid down by the 
| gentleman, he would vote for it. 

Let them examine and see what classes of per- 
sons were entitled to pensions for services durin 
the last war? None other than those deprived of 
| their bodily health, or those who suffered loss of 
limbs. “And he did not know but he would yote 
to extend to the widows of these a pension. He 
| thought he would. He did not, however, admit 
that that was the proper construction which wags 
| attempted to be placed upon it. He believed that 

the main construction properly to be placed upon 
| it, and the construction intended by the honorable 
gentleman who offered this amendment, was, that 
when our Government has evidence within its ay- 
chives, within its own possession, showing the 
| services of the husband, they should not call on 
| the wife by other evidence to show that he was en- 
titled toa pension. The rule of construction adopt. 
ed by the department was all wrong. We have 
held out to the world that for certain services ren- 
dered by the husband, we will bestow on his sur- 
viving widow a pension; and yet, with the gene- 
rosity of the law spread out to the world, you hug 
within your possession and keep within the se- 
crets of your department the evidence that would 
entitle these individuals to your bounty; no, notto 
bounty, but to pay for their services. He beliey- 
ed that was the only construction intended by the 
honorable mover of the amendment, and the only 
one which could properly be placed upon it. 

But he said once again, if the amendment was 
as broad as gentlemen declare, he would vote for 
| it; because it abolishes an arbitrary law, and be- 
| cause, if it did extend pensions to the widows of 
those who served in the last war, it would then 
only include the widows of those who lost their 
lives or health in the service. He would vote for 
it, because it properly compelled the Government 
to disgorge the evidence which it has within its 
archives. He disliked to say to any class of the 
community, that we will give a gratuity, or what 
is justly due from us, and then to say, we will not 
let you have the benefit of that evidence which we 
have in our own possession, and which would en- 
| title you to it. It was wrong in spirit, wrong in 
substance, and wrong from beginning to end. If 
our pension law is wrong, say so; but do not say 
to any class of our community, you will give them 
that to which they are entitled, and, at the same 
time, lock up in eternal silence the evidence 
| which you have to show that they are entitled to 

it. You would say of an individual that it was 
| disingenuous, ungenerous, and mean to pursue 
such a course of action—to profess to be willing 
to give him compensation for services actually 
rendered at the risk of life and health, and then 
secretly to withhold the information which he had 
in his possession to entitle the person thus render- 
|| ing the service to his compensation. He hoped 
|| the amendment would be adopted. 
| Mr. ADAMS obtained the floor, and (after a re- 
| mark from Mr. Cnapman, of Alabama, as to the 
purport of one clause of the letter read of the 
Commissioner of Pensions) proceeded to say that 
the Commissioner, in what fad just been read by 
|| the Clerk, said that he never required any proof 
_ of widows when he knew that there was this proof 
in the department. Now, the amendment of the 
| gentleman proposed that the widow shall not be 
| required to produce evidence when the evidence 1s 
in the archives of the Government. : 
Mr. A. said that the latter was a more extensive 





j 
| 


| term than the former, and that there were many 
papers—the papers of General Washington, for in- 
stance—which were in the archives of the Govern- 
ment, which were not among the list of what was 
technically said to be the papers of the regular de- 
partment. He thought the object of the amend- 
| ment was, that all widows should have the benefit 
of evidence in whatever form or manner it might 
| be in the possession of the Government, as much 
‘| so as if it were upon the regular records of the de- 
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